MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

I hope everyone has enjoyed a Covid-free summer. As life
slowly begins to return to normal, I would like to bring
everyone up to date on Chapter activities this past summer
and to announce our planned fall activities.
First, I would like to congratulate all our Quail Creek
participating members especially Peggy McGee, Marianne
and Mike Faust, James Whitehead, and Jack Bundy for an
outstanding fundraising event at the Fourth of July festivities in Quail Creek.
Our Chapter was able to raise $550 in cash donations plus proceeds of $240
from the 50/50 Raffle. In addition, approximately 300 lbs. of food donations
were collected and dispersed to the 162nd Fighter Wing, AZ Air National Guard
food pantry. Kudos to Peggy McGee and her crew. (See page 4)
The upcoming events for the Chapter are as follows:
• September 7 Luncheon, Quail Creek Clubhouse · 11:30 social,
12noon lunch.
• October 28 Mix and Mingle, Grill on the Green · 5-7 p.m.
• November Membership Dinner, Location: TBD (5 p.m.)
• Christmas Dinner with gift give-away, Location: TBD

• President’s Message
• September Speaker: Love You Reflects
Separation, Hope During Vietnam
Conflict (Jim & Kathie Rusk)
• JROTC Summer Update
• July 4th Festivities Photos
• VA Wish List
• In Memoriam: Dick Newman, Dick
Johnston
• Chaplain’s Corner
• Trivia
• Member Spotlight: James Rusk
• Sept. Lunch Reservation Form (pg. 8)
• 2022 Chapter Dues Form (pg. 9)
• Mark Your Calendars
• 2022 Officers, Directors & Chairs
• Sponsors
• MOAA National News
• Contributors · Trivia Answers

PLEASE NOTE: This is a tentative schedule dependent on the specified
venues being able to provide necessary services. We will keep you posted to
specifics and/or venue changes.

A new source of Chapter revenue has been obtained by Peggy McGee i.e.,
the Jim Click Raffle. All proceeds from ticket sales will be retained by the
Chapter.This has been a very lucrative fundraising activity. Please consider
participating. More details to follow.
With sadness, we lost one of our long-term board members, Richard
Newman. Dick was instrumental in garnering funds for our JROTC
scholarship and Turkeys for the Troops programs. He also worked
on our LOE (Level of Excellence application) for 12 consecutive
years. He will be sorely missed.

GV MOAA WEBSITE

GV MOAA member page of

GREEN VALLEY /S AHUARITA
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

QR Codes: What are they & how do I scan a code?

Finally, ID Card Update: New deadline for some military retirees, dependents.
Information about this can be found at this MOAA site.
Looking forward to seeing everyone again this fall. Meanwhile, stay safe, stay
healthy, and stay positive.
Elliott Jones 1LT USA (former)
2022-2023 Chapter President · Green Valley Chapter, MOAA
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Peggy McGee, 2nd Vice President/Programs

After a summer break, the Green Valley MOAA Chapter will resume a full schedule of activities starting
with a luncheon in the Madera Clubhouse at Quail Creek on September 7. The social period will begin at
11:30 with lunch being served at noon.
There will be two choices for lunch, Chicken Bruschetta or a Southwest Salad. Details on both entrees
can be found on the luncheon reservation form on page 8. A vegetarian option is available by request.
Cost for the luncheon will be $24.
Speakers at the luncheon will be Jim and Kathie Rusk who will talk about
their recently published book, Love You. The book is a compilation of
letters, tapes and memories that “air mailed” devotion between Long
Binh, Vietnam and Cleveland, Ohio from July 1969 to July 1970. Jim was
serving as Chief of Non-Appropriated Funds, Army Audit Branch and his
wife, Kathie, was at home in Cleveland with their two young sons. The
photographs included in the book were taken by Jim during his travels in
Vietnam and while on R&R in Hawaii.
Jim reported that during their separation, “A special part of the story is
the relationships that developed and were nurtured among fellow officers
deployed with me to Vietnam and among family and friends supporting Kathie at home. The value of that
support system played an essential role in our story.” Their story presents an intimate view of the
struggles and triumphs of a military family facing separation.
Having recently celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary, Kathie said, “We hope Love You will help
educate readers on the level of commitment and devotion required to support our men and women in
uniform.”
Jim and Kathie have generously donated a copy of their book which will be awarded as a door prize at the
luncheon. They will also have copies of the book available for sale.
Deadline to sign up for the September 7 luncheon is August 26.
Questions may be emailed to peggy@greenvalleymoaa.org.
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Marianne Rogers Faust, Director/JROTC Liaison

The Naval JROTC cadets from Sahuarita and Walden Grove
High Schools have had a busy summer. Many of them
participated in the following activities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sahuarita Drill Camp in Sahuarita
Arizona NJROTC Leadership Academy in Glendale
Boys State in Flagstaff
Girls State in Tucson
Sahuarita Marksmanship Camp in Sahuarita
Orienteering competition/Papago Park in Tempe
Orienteering/U of A in Tucson
National Drill Camp in Kerrville, TX

Additionally, some of the cadets provided a Color Guard for
the Fourth of July activities at Quail Creek.
The Naval JROTC cadets held a Car Wash on Saturday, 13
August at American Legion Post 66. Although the school
curriculum is funded by the U.S. Navy, outside monies are
needed to support competition fees, trophies, and awards at
NJROTC activities during the school year.
The Army JROTC cadets from Rio Rico High School did not
have much activity this summer. This was mainly because
many of their camps and other competitions were previously
held at Fort Huachuca and, due to Covid restrictions, they
could not be conducted. They hope to pursue more of those
activities in the academic year ahead. Several cadets did participate in a Flag Day ceremony in June at
the Green Valley Elks Club.
The Air Force JROTC cadets at Nogales High School did not conduct any activities this summer due to
contract restrictions with the Nogales Unified School District. However, there are 160 students enrolled for
AFJROTC for this coming school year and they have an active schedule planned. We will provide
updates in future newsletters.
There is one very interesting report to share about one of the AFJROTC cadets, Angie Acuna, who will be
a senior this academic year. Cadet Acuna was one of five cadets in Arizona selected to attend the HQ
AFJROTC Flight Academy this summer. She attended the University of Kansas Flight Program all
summer, recently returning to Nogales after completing her cross-country solo. Quite an accomplishment!

PAGE 3

President 1LT Elliott Jones, USA (Fmr) ·  (847) 366-6466 · Website: greenvalleymoaa.org · GV MOAA Chamber page
Military Officers Association of Green Valley · PO Box 1535 · Green Valley, AZ 85622-1535
MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are nonpartisan.

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

Connie Brannock draws
the 50/50 raffle winner

During an outstanding fundraising event
at the Fourth of July festivities in Quail
Creek, our Chapter raised $550 in cash
donations plus proceeds of $240 from the
50/50 Raffle. Additionally, approximately
300 lbs. of food donations were collected
and dispersed to the 162nd Fighter Wing,
AZ Air National Guard food pantry. Thank
you to our participating members: Peggy
McGee, Marianne & Mike Faust, James
Whitehead, and Jack Bundy.
Food for the Troops donations

Peggy McGee, 2nd Vice President/Programs

If you have been traveling this summer and brought home some unopened toiletries, the
VA would appreciate receiving them for the homeless veterans that they serve. They can
use soap, shampoo, conditioner, lotion, sunscreen, tooth brushes, toothpaste in both
travel and full sizes. The latter is used for veterans who have been moved into housing
but are still under the purview of the homeless program. Snack items like granola bars,
cheese and crackers, jerky are also appreciated.
The VA Hospital is also asking for late summer/fall weight clothing for women in sizes medium and large.
They will start asking for winter weight clothing in the late October/November timeframe.
If you have received more than your fill of 2023 calendars, the hospital can use them for when they
schedule appointments.
Please bring items to the luncheon on September 7.

PAGE 4

President 1LT Elliott Jones, USA (Fmr) ·  (847) 366-6466 · Website: greenvalleymoaa.org · GV MOAA Chamber page
Military Officers Association of Green Valley · PO Box 1535 · Green Valley, AZ 85622-1535
MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are nonpartisan.

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

Peggy McGee, 2nd Vice President/Programs

1LT DICK NEWMAN Longtime member
Dick Newman, President for several years
and grant writer extraordinaire, died on
July 28. Dick had been undergoing dialysis
for a couple years but that did not stop him
in his efforts to obtain grants to support the
Scholarship and Military Assistance
(S&MA) Fund. He was still working on a
grant application for the scholarship
program at the time of his death.
1LT Richard Newman joined the Chapter in 2010 and was elected 1st
Vice President the same year. He was president for two years in 2011
and 2012. He authored the Level of Excellence awards submission from
2010 through 2021. And each time the Chapter earned the 5-star award.
After his term as Chapter president, Dick became president of the S&MA
Fund. Dick found it hard to say “No” when his help was needed so he
once again served two consecutive terms as Chapter President in 2016
and 2017 and then President of the S&MA Fund again for two more
years.
In addition to his dedicated work for the Chapter, Dick served a 3-year
vice presidency in the Republican Club of Green Valley. He also served
on the Board of Directors of the Green Valley Water District for 14 years
to include serving as Vice Chairman on several occasions.
Dick was a graduate of the Virginia Military Institute (VMI), earning a
degree in Chemistry in 1957. After graduation he became a chemistry
instructor at VMI. By choice he was commissioned in the USAR instead
of the regular Army. In 1961 Dick earned his MBA and in 1964 he
completed his doctorate studies and earned a DBA. Over the years Dick
wrote two books and over 100 scholarly articles.
Dick occasionally talked about retiring from his volunteer work but that
day never came for him. Dick and his many talents and willingness to
serve enabled the Chapter to become one of the most active in Arizona.
He will be sorely missed.
Dick is survived by his wife of 44 years Donna Lou who has headed the
Knit Wits since its inception. They both enjoyed cruising, and their
favorite destination was Alaska which they visited several times.
Upper-left photo: Dick models the patriotic quilt Jadine Hilt made for him.
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Our Chapter said farewell to longtime member Lieutenant Colonel Richard H. Johnston,
U.S. Army (Retired), who died on July 19, 2022 at the age of 86.
Born in Monet, Missouri, Dick attended the University of Missouri where he majored in
Theater/Radio/TV production. Dick earned his commission through the ROTC program. He
was class president, commander of the ROTC drill team, president of the University Singers,
and member of Acacia Fraternity.
Through his love of musical theatre he met his wife, Patsy Jo Needham. After graduation, Richard joined
the U.S. Army and the two started their life together in Fort Sill, OK. He began his career as an Artillery
Officer and then transferred to Military Intelligence after an assignment on the East/West Germany border.
After his Army retirement, Dick joined Martin Marietta Astronautics in Denver. After 15 years there, he and
Patsy moved to Colony, TX where he worked for FEMA in a Disaster Assistance role. His final retirement
was in 2005. He immediately joined the North Dallas MOAA Chapter where he served as 1st Vice
President and later President.
Dick and Patsy were snowbirds who divided their time between Green Valley and Gleneagle, CO. He died
just shy of their 63rd wedding anniversary. While in Green Valley, he sang tenor in the Valley Presbyterian
Church choir. A memorial service is planned for October 5 in Hugo, Oklahoma.

Peggy McGee, 2nd Vice President/Programs

LTC James E Rusk, U.S. Army
(Retired) is a long-time member of our
Chapter. Jim received his Regular
Army commission through ROTC at
Kent State University in June, 1961.
He entered active duty in December,
1961 as an Infantry officer.
Jim and Kathie, his wife of 60 years,
were married on 28 April 1962. Their
Army life, including a branch transfer
to the Finance Corps, lasted until Jim's
retirement in June, 1983.
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Assignments included: Berlin, Germany, Vietnam, Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia and various stateside posts. Jim and Kathie
have two sons, both born on Army posts.
After Jim retired from the Army, they
owned and operated Northern Lights
Lodge, Ely, Minnesota for 19
years. They relocated to Green Valley
in 2004 and are full time residents.
Both are active members of the Valle
Verde Rotary Club and Valley
Presbyterian Church.
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Robert D. Lewis, Chaplain

Here we are about halfway through the summer
and the monsoons have been spotty (at best)
around the Green Valley area. The humidity, along
with the heat, seems to be more intense this
year…or could it be I am less tolerant? Regardless,
I hope wherever you are, you are safe. Even with
the heat and humidity, I have noticed more full-time
residents this year or at least more than I can
remember (been here 20 years). The increase in
summer population has also increased the need to
visit shut-ins and those convalescing. If you know of
anyone in need of a visit or call, please let me know
at 520-481-6994 or rdlewis1393@gmail.com.
With the hot weather, and choosing to stay inside
most afternoons, I have had time to read, study and
contemplate more of the Bible than normal….all
good! I hope you would consider a little study time
yourself.
Over the last few months I have been able to
“attend” a couple of Veterans Administration ZOOM
meetings. One of the good things that came out of
the Covid epidemic was ZOOM conference calls. A
lot of organizations are still using ZOOM (or similar
conferencing software) to eliminate the need to

travel, yet meet for information
and discussion.
The VA provides opportunities
to connect with other
Chaplains, practitioners and
veterans across Arizona to discuss major issues as
well as topics like homelessness, suicide
prevention, etc. All may “attend” the virtual
meetings. Go to connectveterans.org if interested
for information on dates, times and topics as well as
how to sign up (they are free).
I sincerely appreciate the opportunity to represent
the MOAA Green Valley Chapter in these various
events.
As we move to the fall months, please log into our
website (greenvalleyMOAA.org) to ensure you
know the dates, times and locations for upcoming
Chapter events starting in September. Get them on
your calendar. We need your participation and
support to continue as a 5-star Chapter.
Prayers and blessings to all!

Marianne C., Webmaster

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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Aspirin was first marketed in 1899, 1900, or 1934?
What is a deficiency in red blood cells called?
What type of apparatus joins together a team of oxen?
Which actor and filmmaker directed the film, A Beautiful Mind?
How many active military bases are there in Arizona?
When was Davis-Monthan founded?

Answers
are on
page 14
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LUNCH RESERVATION FORM
7 September 2022 · Social 11:30AM

Lunch 12NOON

Quail Creek Madera Clubhouse Ballroom · 2055 E. Quail Crossing Blvd., Green Valley
Please make your reservations by August 26th

Reserve _______ places

Cost: $_______ ($24 per person)

MENU SELECTIONS:
#1 CHICKEN BRUSCHETTA Sautéed chicken breast served with a fresh tomato, basil, garlic
reduction and topped with shredded parmesan

#2 SOUTHWEST SALAD Cilantro lime grilled chicken served over fresh greens, topped with black bean
& corn salsa, diced tomatoes, green onion, black olives, and chopped cilantro
Both entrees include apple pie with caramel sauce and whipped cream for dessert. A vegetarian option is
available by request.
Iced tea and water included.
Check # _______________
Attn: GV MOAA Reservation

RANK:

Mail check and reservation form to:
MOAA of Green Valley · PO Box 1535 · Green Valley, AZ 85622-1535

NAME: (please print)
Indicate Menu Selection (#1, #2)

Member/Guest name:
Member/Guest name:
Member/Guest name:
Member/Guest name:
If you require a ride to the meeting, program or event please check here:



 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CUT H ER E - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - If you cannot get your reservation and check mailed timely, or if you have made a reservation and find you cannot
attend, PLEASE CALL (leave a message if no answer): Peggy McGee 520-207-6188 or by email:
peggy@greenvalleymoaa.org. Your chapter is charged for all ordered meals even if they aren’t served.
Please bring a check or exact cash amount to the meeting.
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Military Officers Association of America
Green Valley, Arizona Chapter
PO Box 1535 · Green Valley, AZ 85622-1535

2022 CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP DUE$
This Membership Dues Form may also be found on the GreenValleyMOAA.org website

Chapter Dues: (Regular-$25; Spouses-$15)
Membership Dues $__________ Make check payable to: Military Officers Association of Green Valley
(or GV MOAA).

PLEASE PROVIDE THE INFORMATION BELOW:
Name: _____________________________________________

New____ Renewal____

Rank: ___________ Branch of Service: __________ National # ______________________
Spouse/Partner ____________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip ______________________________________________________________
DOB (Month/Day/Year): _______________________________________________________
Phone: (

) ________________________ E-Mail: ______________________________

Scholarship & Military Assistance Fund $__________ Donation.
Make check payable to: Green Valley MOAA Scholarship and Military Assistance Fund or GV MOAA S&MA
Fund. Dues may be paid at any meeting or mailed to Military Officers Association of America, Green Valley,
Arizona Chapter, P.O. Box 1535, Green Valley, AZ 85622-1535.
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7 September – Luncheon 11:30-1:30 Location: Quail Creek
28 October – Mix & Mingle 5-7 Location: Grill on the Green
15 November – Membership Dinner 5-7:30 Location: TBA
8 December – Holiday Dinner (with gift give-away) 5-7:30
Location: TBA

The Board of Directors meetings
are the 1st Wednesday of each
month 9-10:30am at the Friends in
Deed Building, Green Valley.
Members are welcomed to attend…
join us!
There will be no Board meetings in
June, July or August.

(Area code is 520 unless otherwise indicated)

President: 1LT Elliott Jones USA (Fmr)
(847) 366-6466
First Vice-President and Membership:
CW3 Jack Bundy USA (Ret) (951) 760-8706

Surviving Spouse Liaison: Nora
Durham
(714) 232-9277
Director, Personal Affairs:
CWO3 James Rundlett, USCG (Ret) (509) 389-4286

Second Vice-President and Programs:
COL Peggy McGee, USAR (Ret) 207-6188

Chaplain: Robert Lewis, CWO3 USA (Ret) 481-6994

Secretary: Maj. Gen. James Whitehead, Jr., USAF
(Ret) 475-8033

Director/JROTC Liaison:
COL Marianne Rogers Faust, USAF (Ret)
(210) 861-9440

Treasurer: COL Mike Faust, USAF (Ret)
(210) 240-8730
Immediate Past President, President, 501(c)(3):
LT Joseph Longo, USA (Fmr) (509) 945-4993
Legislative Affairs:
CDR John Chernoski, USN (Ret) 625-3909
ESGR Representative:
Lt Col Dick Kosnick, USAF (Ret) 867-8999
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Historian: COL Marianne Rogers Faust, USAF (Ret)
(210) 861-9440
Transition Liaison:
Lt Col Darren Venters, USAF (Ret) 490-4470
Public Relations Officer:
COL Peggy McGee, USA (Ret) 207-6188
Webmaster/Newsletter:
Marianne Cobarrubias, webmaster@greenvalleymoaa.org
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A special “thank you” to our sponsors who support MOAA of Green Valley with a sponsor ad.
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MOAA Urges Lawmakers to Pass Key Veterans Health Care Legislation
Cdr. René Campos, USN (Ret), Senior Director, Government Relations

With fewer than 10 full weeks left where the House and Senate are in session at the same time, there is
not much bandwidth for lawmakers to address the growing backlog of legislation on their plates before
closing out the 117th Congress.
On Aug. 3, I shared MOAA’s priorities for the remainder of the year at a roundtable hosted by Sen. Jon
Tester (D-Mont), chair of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee. Many of the veteran service
organizations in attendance had similar priorities and focus.
I told majority members, “Our MOAA members value these roundtable engagements and opportunities to
work with Congress on issues impacting our veterans and servicemembers, their families, caregivers, and
survivors. We are grateful to Senator Tester for hosting the roundtable and letting MOAA share our
veterans’ priorities for the remaining months of this session of Congress.”
MOAA’s priorities, as shared with the roundtable, are:
1. Securing VA appropriations before the start of the new fiscal year.
2. Prioritizing and accelerating access to caregiving, long-term, and extended care programs.
3. Stabilizing and modernizing the VA workforce to address increased workloads as a result of
increased mission requirements and significant staffing shortages.
4. Passing provisions to improve access to mental health and suicide prevention services,
including reducing copayments for behavioral health visits.
5. Expanding access to dental care to veterans.
Many of these priorities were also covered in MOAA’s testimony earlier this year during a joint House and
Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee hearing. Learn more about each of these priorities below.
VA Appropriations
While the VA and Congress continue to make progress on many of these priorities, MOAA urges the
House and Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committees to remain focused on ensuring the department gets the
resources and funding it needs to accomplish mission requirements.
(continued to pages 13 & 14)
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Without requisite funding to meet these requirements, the VA is not able to deliver the benefits and health
care veterans need. Each year, federal budgets are at risk of operating under stopgap funding – for
months on end in many cases. Continuing resolutions (CRs) have become more the norm rather than the
exception.
Last year, VA Secretary Denis McDonough sounded the alarm on what the fallout would be if Congress
did not pass the department’s FY 2022 budget. The president did not sign VA’s appropriations bill until six
months into the fiscal year. Now, a little more than a month until the new fiscal year begins, the prospect
of another CR is likely.
With the recent signing of the Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson Honoring Our Promise to Address
Comprehensive Toxics (PACT) Act, the VA needs timely and predictable funding to implement this historic
legislation. CRs impede VA’s ability to implement this law and other critical legislation passed in recent
years — legislation allowing the VA to modernize its health care and benefits system to deliver the lifesaving services and benefits veterans, servicemembers, their families, caregivers, and survivors depend
on.

Veterans Caregiving, Long-Term and Extended Care
Prioritizing and accelerating access to caregiving support, as well as long-term and extended care
programs and services, is another MOAA priority. MOAA supports three key bills targeting expansion and
improvement of VA programs supporting eligible veterans and caregivers in need of long-term care as
well as home and community-based services. The bills vary in scope but collectively provide a wide range
of programs and services for veterans, along with the requisite authority and resources for the VA to meet
those needs.
Time is limited, so MOAA urges our members and partners to reach out to your lawmakers today and ask
them to support the Elizabeth Dole Home Care Act; the Expanding Veterans’ Options for Long-Term Care
Act; and the Long-Term Care Veterans Choice Act.

The VA Workforce
The signing of the Honoring Our PACT Act means the expansion of benefits and health care for 3.5
million veterans … and more stress on VA’s workforce. The VA needs expanded authority to expedite
hiring and onboarding of employees and additional direct hiring authorities.
MOAA urges congressional commitment, investment, and strict oversight to ensure VA improvements
result in a stable, modern workforce.
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Behavioral Health and Suicide Prevention
Congress and the VA remain steadfast in keeping their commitment to providing the necessary resources,
services, care, and benefits for veterans suffering from mental health conditions and suicide ideation. As
MOAA reported earlier this year, the administration has taken a government-wide approach in increasing
health care access and lowering costs in its budget request.
The full House and the Senate appropriations committee passed their versions of the FY 2023 Military
Construction and VA Appropriations bill last month, which includes improvements to the nationwide
mental health and suicide prevention hotline to track and assist veterans in crisis.
Meanwhile, the House and Senate continue working on a larger legislative package that would increase
access to mental health care services and lower veterans’ out-of-pocket costs for that care.

Dental Care
MOAA believes dental health, like mental health, should be included in the VA’s health system’s whole
health model for veterans’ care.
We support passage of S. 3017, the Veterans Dental Care Eligibility Expansion and Enhancement Act,
and H.R. 914, the Dental Care for Veterans Act. These bills expand dental coverage and services for
veterans currently not eligible for receiving this type of care through the VA.

The Desert Duster Newsletter is published by the
members of the Green Valley Chapter of the Military
Officers Association of America (MOAA).
The newsletters are sent electronically to Chapter members
and posted on our website's News and Events page (in a
downloadable PDF format).
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Elliott Jones, Robert Lewis,
Peggy McGee,
Marianne Rogers Faust, and
Marianne Cobarrubias
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