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 Happy Holidays 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Considering the times we now live in I believe we have been able to accomplish much
this fall and now have a positive outlook for the start of the 2021 Spring Season.
On Oct 22nd we held a successful Mix and Mingle get-together at the Elks Club in
Green Valley. Many thanks to Jadine Hilt and Jeff McCune who hosted a "Trivia
Game" in which attendees participated. All enjoyed the friendly competition so we will
repeat this activity at a future Mix and Mingle.
A nicely attended Veterans Day dinner was held at Dominick's Restaurant (formerly
Lavender) in Green Valley. At this dinner a slate of Board of Directors was elected by unanimous vote of
the attendees. A list of the current Board of Directors is printed in this newsletter. Most are
returning to their current positions. Congratulations to new members Myra McCune,
(Chaplain), Jeff McCune (Transition Liaison), Jack Bundy (Programs Director), and Nora
Durham (Surviving Spouse Liaison). They will officially assume their new positions on
January 1, 2021. As usual the new BOD will be sworn in at our Dec Christmas meeting.
Earlier this month past President Dick Newman and I presented thirty $50 gift cards to
the 162nd Fighter Wing of AANG. In lieu of presenting turkeys due to the inability of the
Commissary or local grocers to accept a large number of turkey orders, we elected to
provide a gift card with the increased amount.
I would like to cordially invite you to our annual Christmas membership luncheon.
On December 9th, due to the necessity of changing venues, we will host a luncheon
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at Grill on the Green at the Canoa Ranch Golf Club (located at the southern end of Camino Del Sol). Of
course our annual gift giveaway will be held at this function.
We will host our January 19th luncheon at Quail Creek. Information is on page 4.
Finally on a positive note based on recent medical news regarding the Covid-19 vaccine, let us hope for a
happy and healthy New Year. To paraphrase a famous British Statesman, "this may not be the beginning
of the end, but perhaps it is the end of the beginning."
Happy and safe holidays to all.
Joseph Longo 1st LT USA (Former)
2019-2020 Chapter President
Green Valley Chapter, MOAA

December Luncheon Will Bring Joy for the Holidays
Peggy McGee, 2nd Vice President/Programs, Public Relations Officer

Santa Claus is coming to town. Wait a minute. That’s not even Mrs. Santa. It is actually
Diane Longo, a very special MOAA Elf, who shopped for and wrapped all the gifts that will
be awarded at our holiday luncheon on Wednesday, December 9 at the Grill on the Green
at the Canoa Ranch Golf Club. When you check in for the lunch, you will be given a ticket
that will serve as your free chance to win a special holiday prize.
Cost for the luncheon is $22. This includes your choice of non-alcoholic beverages. There is a full-service
bar that will take orders for adult beverages. Menu choices can be found on the reservation form on page
3. Please note that the deadline to make reservations is December 2. If you find you cannot get your
reservation mailed in a timely manner, please contact Philip Lamb at pelamb2329@gmail.com or (520)
771-6098. In order to allow for proper social distancing, we have a 45-person limit for this event so mail in
your reservation early. Tables for two can be arranged for those whose immune systems may be
compromised. You do have a wear a mask until you are seated in the private dining room.
There is no speaker for this event but we will introduce a special guest, Karen Kuciver, founder and CEO
of Women Warriors, a Tucson based 501(c)3 that assists honorably discharged homeless or unemployed
female veterans. We will be presenting Karen with holiday gifts that members so generously donated to
help make the Christmas for five moms and their 11 children a little merrier. Donations for hospitalized
and homeless veterans can be brought to the luncheon. See article on page 11 for details.
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December 9, 2020 Social: 11:30AM Holiday Lunch: 12PM
GRILL ON THE GREEN · 5800 S. Camino Del Sol (Green Valley)
Please make your reservations by December 2

PLEASE RESERVE _______ places

COST: $_______ ($22 per person, all inclusive)

MENU CHOICES: Includes Chef’s chocolate brownie with a dollop of whipped cream and chocolate drizzle. Soft
beverages include coffee.

#1 – Grilled Burger with lettuce, tomato, onions and pickles. Served with French fries.
#2 – Pecan Crusted Chicken on a bed of romaine lettuce with mandarin segments, bleu cheese crumbles,
pecans, celery, apple segments & cranberries. Served with Balsamic Vinaigrette dressing.

#3 – Pasta Primavera Italian Cavatappi pasta tossed with fresh tomatoes, garlic and assorted Chef choice
vegetables.

Check # ____________
Attn: GV MOAA Reservation

Rank:

Mail check and reservation form to:
MOAA of Green Valley
PO Box 1535 · Green Valley, AZ 85622-1535

Name:
(please print)

I am bringing guest(s) whose name(s) is/are:

Menu choice (#1, #2, #3):

Guest 1
Guest 2
Guest 3
Guest 4
If you require a ride to a meeting, program or event, please check here:

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - C U T HE RE - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - If you cannot get your reservation and check mailed timely, or if you have made a reservation and find you cannot attend
PLEASE contact Phil Lamb at 520-771-6098 or pelamb2329@gmail.com. Your chapter is charged for all ordered meals
even if they aren’t served. Please bring a check or exact cash amount to the meeting.

PAGE 3

President: 1LT Joseph Longo, USA (Former) · (509) 945-4993 · www.greenvalleymoaa.org
Military Officers Association of Green Valley · PO Box 1535 · Green Valley, AZ 85622-1535

Military Officers Association of America
Green Valley Chapter · Desert Duster Newsletter · December 2020 Issue

The Clock is Ticking for Paying Your 2021 Dues on Time
Elliott Jones, 1sy Vice President/Membership

As we approach year end, your membership renewal is very important to the MOAA
Green Valley Chapter as well as to the
national organization. Our chapter is the third oldest
chapter in Arizona and continues to grow with new
members. Having a long history of support to the
military community, over the past year we have
provided over $8,000 in scholarships and support to
various military organizations.
Our chapter is also one of the Arizona Council of
Chapters that is a Be Connected Partner. As a Be
Connected Partner, we connect Arizona service
members, veterans, and families to support
resources. For more information click here.
Your Officers and Board members wish to thank
you for your continued support of MOAA of Green
Valley.

The early renewal membership year ends on 31
December. If you renew by year end, you will be
paid until the end of 2021. Once again, we have
no increase in dues. They remain at $25 for
military members and $15 for the Auxiliary.
You may renew at any one of our upcoming
events or by mailing your renewal to us. Please
use the renewal form on page 5. If you also wish
to make a donation, please write separate checks
because the money goes into two different
accounts. Your dues allow us to continue our
support to the community and all our veterans.
We ask that you consider renewing your
membership so we can continue our support to
our community and organizations that support the
National Guard and veterans.

Mark Your
Calendars
After a 10-month break when outside
groups could not hold events at Quail Creek, we will be
opening 2021 with a luncheon in the Crystal Ballroom at
the Madera Clubhouse on January 19 at 11:30 a.m. Guest
nd
speaker will be Brig Gen Jeffrey Butler, Commander, 162
Fighter Wing, AZ Air National Guard. Details to follow in the
January newsletter but please save the date on your
calendars.
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Military Officers Association of America
Green Valley, Arizona Chapter
P.O. Box 1535
Green Valley, AZ 85622-1535

2021 Chapter Membership Dues
Chapter Dues: (Regular-$25; Auxiliary-$15)
Membership Dues $__________ Make check payable to: Military Officers Association of Green Valley
(or GV MOAA).

PLEASE PROVIDE THE INFORMATION BELOW:
Name: _____________________________________________ New____ Renewal____
Rank:___________ Branch of Service:__________ National # _______________________
Auxiliary____________________
Address:__________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip______________________________________________________________
DOB (Month/Day/Year): ________________________________________________
Phone: (

) ________________________

E-Mail: ______________________________

Scholarship & Military Assistance Fund $__________ Donation.
Make check payable to Green Valley MOAA Scholarship and Military Assistance Fund or
GV MOAA S&MA Fund. Dues may be paid at any meeting or mailed to Military Officers Association of
America, Green Valley, Arizona Chapter, P.O. Box 1535, Green Valley, AZ 85622-1535.
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JROTC Challenges During Covid-19
Marianne Rogers Faust, Director/JROTC Liaison

The JROTC cadets at our four area high schools (Sahuarita, Walden Grove, Rio Rico, and
Nogales) are facing special challenges due to the pandemic. In person school classes resumed in
October on a hybrid basis for NJROTC. The students attend two days each week in person (half
attend on Monday and Tuesday and the other half attend on Thursday and Friday). The other days they
have online assignments. This is done to ensure proper social distancing. Then, Wednesday is cleaning
day. And all the cadets attend physical training outside. Additionally, the cadets have participated in
various competitions, such as marksmanship and orienteering. Also, the Academic Team has competed
online in several competitions. Unfortunately, there will be no off campus community service or volunteer
events this semester for NJROTC.
The AJROTC cadets at Rio Rico High School are also on a similar hybrid schedule right now. However,
some of those cadets are able to perform volunteer community service by assisting the local Humane
Society with their annual rabies vaccination drive.
Unfortunately, Nogales High School is not holding any in person classes right now, so the AFJROTC
cadets are doing everything online. However, some cadets are performing volunteer work by tutoring
younger students…again online. Additionally, some cadets who are interested in joining the military are
getting extra assistance to prepare for the ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery) or other
entrance exams.
Until this year, charitable contributions could only be deducted on a Federal return if taxpayers itemized
their deductions. However, for tax year 2020, taxpayers who don't itemize deductions may take a
charitable deduction of up to $300 for cash contributions made in 2020 to qualifying organizations. For the
purposes of this deduction, qualifying organizations are those that are religious, charitable, educational,
scientific or literary in purpose. This means that your donations to the MOAA Scholarship & Military
Assistance Fund made at any time during 2020 can be counted towards getting the $300 charitable
deduction.
Once again, sincere thanks to all of our members who continue to contribute toward the JROTC academic
scholarships we offer to very deserving cadets every year.
You truly are making a difference in the lives of our future leaders. And we hope to be able to have an
awards dinner in May 2021!
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MOAA Caps Will Be Available Again
MOAA caps have been reordered and we hope will be available for purchase at the holiday
luncheon. If not, we will take orders at the luncheon.
The caps in navy will sell for $15, cash or checks payable to GV MOAA. They have the MOAA
emblem and Green Valley Chapter embroidered on the front. The caps are in a lighter weight material so
ideal for our days of endless summer.

Help the JROTC Units and Save Yourself Some Tax Money
Peggy McGee, 2nd Vice President/Programs; Public Relations Officer

It’s end-of-year giving time and Arizona has a special program for those who make
contributions to public schools. Those who file joint tax returns can get up to a $400 credit
and single filers a $200 credit for contributions made to public schools. These credits apply
for both those who itemize as well as those who take the standard deduction. That means
the donation you make will cost you nothing as long as you have a tax obligation in Arizona.
The amount of your donation up to the dollar limits comes right back to you by reducing your
AZ tax obligation or giving you a larger refund. For the Sahuarita school district, contributions can be
made by mailing in the form found of page 8 or online. If contributions are made online, please remember
to indicate JROTC in the Other section.
The JROTC units at both Rio Rico and Nogales High Schools would also appreciate contributions.
However, neither offers an online donation option. You will find their applications on pages 9 and 10 of
this newsletter. You may donate to all three schools. However for tax credit purposes, your maximum
contrition cannot exceed $400 for joint returns or $200 for single filers. The public-school contribution
credit can be made in addition to donations that help the working poor, e.g., Food Bank, Valley Assistance
Services, Friends in Deed. The maximum credit to organizations that help the working poor is $400 for
single filers and $800 for those filing jointly.
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VA Sent Its Holiday Wish List
Peggy McGee, 2nd Vice President/Programs; Public Relations Officer

The VA finally came up with a Wish List for gifts they would like to present to the hospitalized and
homeless veterans this holiday season. If you are able to donate any of the items on the list,
please bring them to the holiday luncheon on December 9. If you will not be attending the luncheon
but still wish to help the veterans, donations may be dropped off at the McGee’s house, 1908 E Longspur
Place NLT December 10. That’s the 4th house up from the Quail Creek waterfall. Everything will be taken
to the VA on December 11.
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It Was MOAA to the Rescue for Pregnant Homeless Veteran
Peggy McGee, 2nd Vice President/Programs; Public Relations Officer

When a social worker contacted our VA Liaison to see if MOAA could do anything to help a
homeless veteran who was expecting her first child in November, Peggy McGee didn’t hesitate
when she said yes. She learned that the baby would be a girl to be named Coral. New Chapter
member Nora Durham had a friend who lives in Scottsdale who likes to knit so Nora sent her some coral
colored yarn and a couple weeks later, she delivered a blanket and booties set, plus a scarf that Nora
knitted. A Quail Creek resident knitted a coral colored hat and booties set. There was a coral colored car
seat blanket plus a very colorful afghan for the mom that the Knit Wits had made. The White Elephant had
previously donated gently used baby clothes in a variety of sizes just in case they would be needed and a
Rancho Sahuarita resident bought new outfits, blankets and several children’s
books. The Scholarship and Military Assistance (S&MA) Fund purchased laundry
baskets, diapers and wipes plus some grooming products for Coral and her
mom.
When the items were delivered to the VA (outside for safety reasons), social
worker Jennifer Premer said she was ready to cry when she saw all our gifts and
they weren’t even for her! This is just another example of how your S&MA
donations are used.
Photo: Jennifer Premer is shown with the layette baskets and bag for a homeless veteran who is now in
VA arranged transitional housing.

Sponsors
A special “thank you” to our sponsors
who support MOAA of Green Valley
with a sponsor ad.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR
THESE 2020-2021 DATES

2020 OFFICERS, DIRECTORS & CHAIRS
(Area code is 520 unless otherwise indicated)

President: 1LT Joseph Longo USA (Fmr) 509-645-4993
First Vice-President and Membership:
1LT Elliott Jones USA (Fmr) (847) 366-6466

January 15 – Luncheon Meeting: 11:30am Social ·
12pm. Location: Quail Creek Clubhouse Ballroom

Second Vice-President and Programs:
COL Peggy McGee, USA (Ret) 207-6188

March 18 – “Mix & Mingle”: 4:30pm. Location: Quail
Creek Clubhouse Ballroom. (Moved to October)

Secretary: Jadine Hilt (414) 350-7821

April 28 – JROTC Scholarship Dinner: Social: 5pm ·

Treasurer: COL Peggy McGee, USA (Ret) 207-6188

Dinner: 5:30pm. Location: Quail Creek Clubhouse
Ballroom 1 & 2. (Postponed)

September 23 – Luncheon Meeting: 11:30am
Location: Longhorn Grill and Saloon (Amado)

October 22 – Mix & Mingle: Social: 5pm · Dinner:
5:30pm. · Location: Green Valley Elks Lodge

November 11 – Dinner Meeting: Social: 5pm ·
Dinner: 5:30pm. Location: Dominick’s Restaurant,
Green Valley

December 9 – Holiday Luncheon: Social: 11:30am ·
Lunch: 12noon. Location: Grill On the Green, Green
Valley

Immediate Past President, President, 501(c)(3):
LCDR James Knox, USN (Ret) 605-941-0335
National MOAA Board Member, Past President,
Legislative Affairs:
CDR John Chernoski, USN (Ret) 625-3909
ESGR Representative:
Lt Col Dick Kosnick, USAF (Ret) 867-8999
Surviving Spouse Liaison: Betty Eby-Deardorff 625-3545
Director, Personal Affairs:
CWO3 James Rundlett, USCG (Ret) 509-389-4286
Chaplain: Linda Kosnick 867-8999

2021
January 19 – Luncheon Meeting: Social: 11:30am ·
Lunch: 12pm. Location: Quail Creek Clubhouse
Ballroom

Director/JROTC Liaison:
COL Marianne Rogers Faust, USAF (Ret) 210-861-9440
Historian: COL Marianne Rogers Faust, USAF (Ret)
210-861-9440

The Board of Directors meeting is the 1st Wednesday
of each month 8:30-10am at the Friends in Deed
Building, Green Valley. Members are welcomed to
attend… join us! There will be no Board meetings in
June, July or August. All meetings will be via Zoom
until further notice.
Contributors this issue: Elliott Jones, Joe Longo,

Transition Liaison:
(OPEN)
Public Relations Officer:
COL Peggy McGee, USA (Ret) 207-6188
Webmaster/Newsletter:
Marianne Cobarrubias, webmaster@greenvalleymoaa.org

Peggy McGee, Marianne Rogers Faust
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MOAA NATIONAL NEWS
What TRICARE For Life Enrollees Should Know About Medicare Advantage
Plans
As a Medicare/TRICARE For Life (TFL) enrollee, you get to choose which type of Medicare you
want: Original Medicare Parts A and B or Medicare Advantage Plans Parts A and B. Original is
the federal government insurance. Advantage is a commercial insurance company. Both act as
your major medical coverage.
Medicare Advantage plans are all Medicare by law. The Advantage plans are also known as Medicare
Part C.
Medicare approves and contracts with insurance companies to offer Medicare Advantage plans. The
Advantage plan becomes your Parts A and B Medicare coverage. Per Medicare law, the Advantage plans
must be as good as — if not better than — the original Medicare Parts A and B.
Medicare Advantage plans work with TFL benefits — just like your Original Medicare Parts A and B.
However, you can make coordination between TFL and an Advantage plan go more smoothly by calling
TFL at (866) 773-0404.
The premium amount of the Advantage plans can vary, but many use your established Part B premium
amount as their monthly premium cost. Your Part B premium will pay the insurance company rather than
Medicare. Some plans’ premiums can be more than the Part B premium for the extra benefits provided.
Advantage plans can provide extra insurance in the form of dental, vision, hearing, or health and wellness
coverage. Some Advantage plans may have other costs beyond the premium like deductibles and
copays, and some could cost less.
You must comparison shop to purchase an Advantage plan. Advantage plan availability varies by
locale. The Advantage plan website allows you to customize features and cost. (You may find some
added features are worth the extra cost.)
Since TFL is your Medicare supplement, you do not need to shop for Medicare supplement insurance.
Beware: Many Advantage plans provide automatic drug coverage, also known as Part D. As TFL
members, you probably won’t want another drug plan. Because TRICARE always pays last, you may find
yourself filing manual claims to Express Scripts to exercise your TRICARE drug coverage. Plus, you will
lose TRICARE home delivery by having another drug plan.
Download the Medicare and You handbook for details, or call (800) 633-4227.
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Over 100 Representatives Call on NDAA Conferees to Add Agent Orange
Presumptives
More than 100 representatives released a letter to House and Senate Armed Services Committee
leadership urging them to retain the addition of bladder cancer, hypothyroidism, and Parkinsonism
to the list of conditions presumed connected to Agent Orange exposure as part of the FY 2021
National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA).
“Our Vietnam veterans should not have to wait any longer for the recognition they deserve and the
benefits they are owed,” states the letter, signed by 111 representatives and led by Reps. Josh Harder (DCalif.) and Pete Stauber (R-Minn.) “Ensuring this bipartisan and bicameral amendment remains in the final
NDAA bill will mean that thousands of veterans will finally get the support they need due to their sacrifice
and service.”
[READ THE LETTER]
This letter comes after a similar letter was sent by 46 senators sharing their support. The original provision
was included in the NDAA after Sen. Jon Tester (D-Mont.) included the provision which passed the
Senate by a 94-6 vote.
In addition to strong support among lawmakers, over 30 veterans service organizations are on the record
backing the addition of these Agent Orange-connected illnesses. Despite the strong base of support,
passing this provision is an uphill battle.
[TAKE ACTION: Call and Write Your Lawmakers Today]
The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) scored the price tag on this provision at just under $8 billion over
10 years. Sources are concerned that this cost will leave lawmakers balking at this provision. MOAA
believes cost should not be a barrier to providing these long-delayed earned benefits to our Vietnam
veterans; now, lawmakers need to hear this message from their constituents.
This is one of the final issues for legislators to resolve as they negotiate NDAA provisions.
An estimated 34,000 Vietnam veterans stand to benefit from the addition of these three Agent Orange
presumptives. These veterans were loyal to our country, and we need to maintain our loyalty to them and
hold Congress accountable. Call or write your lawmakers today.
Contacting Leadership
After you've let your lawmakers know your stance on this critical portion of the NDAA, it's important to
ensure leadership at all levels of both the House and Senate understand the widespread support of this
benefit expansion. Below are direct numbers to the offices of many of these leaders; consider taking a few
minutes and reaching out on behalf of Vietnam veterans seeking long-deserved benefits.
(continued, next page…)
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Some possible talking points:
•

If you've been personally impacted by Agent Orange in some way, share some details with
the staffer so they can understand why you care about the issue.

•

Note that the Senate passed a measure overwhelmingly by a vote of 94-6 that would
provide VA coverage of three conditions linked to Agent Orange. Tens of thousands of
veterans are estimated to be impacted by these "presumptives": bladder cancer,
Parkinson's-like symptoms, and hypothyroidism.

•

Cite evidence from the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine
(NASEM) that has repeatedly proven these presumptives are sufficiently connected to Agent
Orange and should join the list of conditions already covered by the VA.

•

Mention this provision is supported by over 30 veterans service organizations and is
supported in Congress on a bipartisan basis.

•

Note your concern that the VA has not listened to the overwhelming scientific evidence
provided by the NASEM and seeks to delay with additional studies, which is why we need
Congress to act.

•

“I ask that you support Senate Section 1090B. Please do all that you can to ensure it stays
in the final version of the NDAA.”
House Leadership
• Speaker of the House: Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.): 202-225-4965
• Minority Leader: Rep. Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.): 202-225-2915
Senate Leadership
• Majority Leader: Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.): 202-224-2541
• Minority Leader: Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.): 202-224-6542
House Armed Services Committee
• Chairman: Rep. Adam Smith (D-Wash.): 202-225-8901
• Ranking Member: Rep. Mac Thornberry (R-Texas): 202-225-3706
Senate Armed Services Committee
• Chairman: Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.): 202-224-4721
• Ranking Member: Sen. Jack Reed (D-R.I.): 202-224-4642
House Veterans Affairs Committee
• Chairman: Rep. Mark Takano (D-Calif.): 202-225-2305
• Ranking Member: Rep. Phil Roe (R-Tenn.): 202-225-6356
Senate Veterans Affairs Committee
Chairman: Sen. Jerry Moran (R-Kan.): 202-224-6521
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