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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
As the deadline for the newsletter approached, I was "relaxing" in the Santa Cruz Regional Hospital
while being treated for pneumonia. While recuperating, I asked Peggy McGee to be my "ghost" writer
to cover the information I wanted to convey in this message.
We welcome home the many of you who have returned to Green Valley after some summer travels.
We hope you are refreshed and ready to enjoy our fall lineup of activities. Your board took a needed
break during the summer too.
On the 4th of July, Jadine Hilt and John and Peggy McGee spent part of their holiday selling 50-50 raffle tickets at Quail Creek
to raise money to support our annual Turkey for the Troops Campaign. This netted our Scholarship and Military Assistance
Fund $335. Monetary donations that will be used towards the purchase of Turkeys for the Troops at Thanksgiving time totaled
$675. In addition, 200 lbs. of groceries were donated. Jim Knox, Marianne Cobarrubias, and Peggy McGee all helped load the
groceries into the truck for the 162nd Fighter Wing, AZANG.
Between now and the end of 2019, we will have one luncheon and two dinners where we can gather and exchange news. On
September 18 we will have a salad luncheon at Quail Creek with Simon Herbert telling us all about the Historic Canoa Ranch.
See the details on page 4, and the luncheon reservation form on page 5.
At our November 13 dinner meeting, we will have the election of officers—we are looking for some new members for our
Executive Board—so if you can spare time for one meeting a month, with a 3-month summer break—please let one of the
board members know. We will also be doing our annual Toys for Tots collection at the meeting.
We will end 2019 with our holiday dinner on December 11. Barbara Brown who had been our "Santa Shopper" for years has
moved to Colorado to be near her family. If you like to shop—and wrap packages—please let us know. We will reimburse you
for all your expenses. We will be presenting a check to Mikie Hoeye, Family Readiness Program Manager, 162d Wing,
AZANG for their Food Locker at the dinner as well as installing our new officers.
It is dues time again so we hope all of you will renew your membership with the Chapter. Dues remain at $25 for military and
$15 for Auxiliary members. The renewal form is on page 3.
Looking forward to seeing you at our luncheon on September 18.
Joseph Longo, 1LT USA (Former)
2019 Chapter President
Green Valley Chapter, MOAA
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Contributor: Dick Newman, Past President;
Scholarship & Military Assistance Fund

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS
FOR 2020

USAA approved a grant of $1,500 to the

Contributor: Peggy McGee
nd
2 Vice President/Programs; Public Relations Officer

USAA APPROVES GRANT

Scholarship & Military Assistance fund.

The money will support the NonPerishable Food Bank of the 162

nd

Fighter

Wing of the Arizona Air National Guard.

USAA continues to support our efforts to

January 15 (11:30 a.m.)

LUNCHEON

March 18 (4:30 p.m.)

MIX & MINGLE

May 6 (5 p.m.)

SCHOLARSHIP DINNER

September 16 (11:30 a.m.)

LUNCHEON

November 9 (5 p.m.)

DINNER

December 9 (5 p.m.)

HOLIDAY DINNER

provide funding for the military family
assistance projects.
Dates for the remainder of 2019 may be found on page 10 of this
newsletter and on the Chapter website: greenvalleymoaa.org/newsevents.

Many thanks, USAA!

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN!
st

Contributor: Elliott Jones, 1 Vice President/Membership

Your Officers and Board wish to thank you for your continued support of MOAA of Green Valley. The
early renewal membership year runs from October 1 to December 31. If you renew during this
period your dues will be paid until the end of the following year. Once again, we have no
increase in dues. They remain at $25 for military and $15 for Auxiliary members. Your dues
allow us to support our community and all our veterans.

Because there will be no meeting in October, you may renew your membership at our September
luncheon and still be credited until the end of 2020. You might want to print the renewal form that can be downloaded from
our website, greenvalleymoaa.org and have it completed before the luncheon or to mail in if you won’t make the meeting
on September 18. For your convenience, the renewal form is also provided on the next page.

We ask that you consider renewing your membership now so we can continue our support to our veterans.
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Military Officers Association of America
Green Valley, Arizona Chapter
P.O. Box 1535
Green Valley, AZ 85622-1535

2020 Chapter Membership Dues
Chapter Dues: (Regular-$25; Auxiliary-$15)
Membership Dues $__________ Make check payable to: Military Officers Association of Green Valley
(or GV MOAA).

PLEASE PROVIDE THE INFORMATION BELOW:
Name:_____________________________________________ New____ Renewal____
Rank:___________ Branch of Service:__________ National # _______________________
Auxiliary____________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip______________________________________________________________
DOB ______________________________
Month/Day/Year: ________________________________________________
Phone: (

) ________________________

E-Mail: ______________________________

Scholarship & Military Assistance Fund $__________ Donation.
Make check payable to Green Valley MOAA Scholarship and Military Assistance Fund or
GV MOAA S&MA Fund. Dues may be paid at any meeting or mailed to Military Officers Association of America,
Green Valley, Arizona Chapter, P.O. Box 1535, Green Valley, AZ 85622-1535.
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HISTORIC CANOAnd RANCH WILL BE HIGHLIGHTED AT MOAA FALL LUNCHEON
Contributor: Peggy McGee, 2

Vice President/Programs; Public Relations Officer

After a summer break, your Chapter will open its fall lineup of activities with a luncheon on Wednesday, September 18 in
the Madera Clubhouse Ballroom #3. Simon Herbert, Historical Preservation Specialist for Historic Canoa Ranch, will be
the guest speaker.
Simon has worked for Pima County’s Canoa Ranch as an Architectural Preservationist and
Program Coordinator since 2005. With a strong practical background, including teaching
building preservation trades at the college level for 10 years, he has also worked for a number
of architectural and research firms. Originally from Jersey, Channel Islands (UK), he holds a
Master of Science in Historic Preservation from the University of Pennsylvania. Simon is also
an architectural photographer and a published author.

The historic ranch is part of the Raúl M. Grijalva Canoa Ranch Conservation Park
that comprises 4,800 acres of the original San Ignacio de la Canoa Grant.
Hacienda de la Canoa was the name given to the 30-acre ranch headquarters in
the 1920s by Levi Manning. People from all periods of time have contributed to
the special history of this place. Besides its historic attributes, the ranch is a great
place for birding and hiking.

Located at the western base of Elephant Head Mountain, the area just south of
Green Valley was known as a life-sustaining source of water in the dry Sonoran
Desert. Though so close by, many have never visited this treasure that is listed
on the National Register of Historic Places. This presentation is designed to show
you what you have been missing.
The menu will feature a Mediterranean Salad made with mixed greens, Gyro
meat, tomatoes, onions, cucumbers, and feta cheese with tzatziki sauce. Dessert
will be a hearty slice of chocolate mousse pie. The cost of the meal is $20 with
checks payable to GV MOAA.

This event is opened to all military officers, active duty, reserve, National Guard, retired, and former and their spouses so
tell your friends about your Chapter. To make reservations for the luncheon, please send in the reservation form (found on
the next page of this newsletter). The deadline for reservations is September 9. If you miss the deadline because you
have been traveling, please contact Peggy McGee, (520) 207-6188 or pjmcgee@cox.net.
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September 18, 2019 · Social: 11:30 a.m. · Lunch: 12 p.m.
Quail Creek Madera Clubhouse – Crystal Ballroom
Please make your reservations by September 9th
Please reserve

places.

Cost:

$

($20 per person)

Menu: Mediterranean Salad: mixed greens, Gyro meat, tomatoes, onions, cucumbers, and feta cheese with tzatziki
sauce. Dessert: Chocolate mousse pie.

Check # ______________

Attn: GV MOA Reservation

Rank:

Mail your check and this reservation form to:
MOA of Green Valley, PO Box 1535 · Green Valley, AZ 85622-1535

Name: (please print)

I am bringing guest(s) whose name(s) is/are:
GUEST 1
GUEST 2
GUEST 3
GUEST 4

If you require a ride to the meeting, program or event, please check here:

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CU T HE R E - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - If you cannot get your reservation and check mailed timely, or if you have made a reservation and find you cannot attend
PLEASE CALL PEGGY McGEE (520-207-6188). Your chapter is charged for all ordered meals even if they aren’t served.
Please bring a check or exact cash amount to the meeting.

Hearing Aid Assist Device at Quail Creek  If you are a member with Hearing Aids who still has difficulty hearing the speakers
at the meal-plated meetings, Quail Creek does offer a Hearing Aid Assist Loop device. The Hearing Aid Assist is a loop system
in the meeting room and can be turned on and individuals would wear a device around their neck which helps amplify the sound
through their hearing aids. In order for this assist device to work the individual must have a Hearing Aid or Cochlear Implants
with TeleCoil (T-Coil) capability. This device only works with hearing aids with this capability and will not work on individuals with
no hearing aid at all.
If you or a guest would like to utilize this service at Quail Creek for future meetings, I ask that you notify us in advance so we can
have it available for you. You can notify us by writing your request on your meeting reservation form or contact Peggy McGee
207-6188 or positivelypeggygv@gmail.com.
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:
Get to Know Your Members
nd
Contributor: Peggy McGee, 2

Vice President/Programs; Public Relations Officer

Born and raised in north central Pennsylvania Lt. Col. USAF (RET) Roger A Wynkoop
entered active duty on April 1, 1960. His first training was with the Aviation Cadet School at
Harlingen AFB, Brownsville, TX. He graduated with a commission as 2nd Lt. and rating as a
navigator in 1961. He was then assigned to Student Officer Training at Keesler AFB in
Biloxi, MS, cross-training as an Electronic Warfare Officer. He was then assigned in 1962 to
crew duty on the RB-47H with the 55th SRW (SAC) Forbes AFB, Topeka, KS. In 1965, he
was reassigned to the 4080th SRW at Davis-Monthan as a Launch Control Officer on a DC130A which carried the fledgling drones. They were charged with proving the feasibility of
using a photo-reconnaissance drone in a combat situation in Vietnam.
In 1971 he graduated from the Air Command and Staff College resident course at Maxwell
AFB, AL. He then was assigned to Edwards AFB for Research and Development of Drones at the AF Flight Test Center.
In 1973 the group was moved to Hill AFB in Ogden, UT, where he graduated from Weber State University with a BS in
Business Administration, honored as "the outstanding graduate in finance." He was then appointed as the Base Chief of
Social Actions and later as Squadron Commander. In 1978 he was assigned to Davis-Monthan again. Here he was
appointed as Group Assistant Deputy Commander for Maintenance. When the drone group was deactivated in 1979 he
was appointed Chief of Safety. Roger retired in 1980.
Just before his retirement, Roger's wife, Diane was diagnosed with systemic Lupus. They fought it for about 25
years. They had two sons and had been married 46 years when she passed.
When Roger returned to his small town in Pennsylvania for his 50th high school reunion, he reacquainted himself with a
fellow classmate, Peggy. He and Peggy had lived on the same street, played together, and went to the same school.
Almost one year later they were married and recently celebrated their 10th anniversary. Together they have the four sons,
seven grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren.
Peggy has a Bachelor's degree in Elementary Education from Mansfield University, PA, a Master's degree in Education
from Elmira College, NY, plus 52 graduate hours from all over. She taught in an elementary school for 30 years and Adult
Basic Ed/GED evenings for eight years. She was also a Trustee at Mansfield University for eight years and served on
various educational, church, and political committees.
Roger and Peggy spend their winters in Quail Creek and summers in Osceola, PA. The drive seems to be getting longer
so in a couple of years they will be full-time Green Valley residents. Although Roger has been a long-time member of
MOAA this is the first he has been able to attend local chapter meetings. Roger joined our Chapter in late 2018.
.
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“REST IN PEACE” MEMBERS
Contributor: Jim Rundlett, Personal Affairs Officer

Two former members of our Chapter passed away over the summer. While neither was a current active member, both
had been in the past and will be remembered by our long-time associates.
Donald N. Smith, LTC (Ret), USAF, died in Green Valley on May 30, 2019. Raised in Colorado, Don received his BA in
Business from the University of Arizona and an MBA from Auburn University. He enlisted in the Air Force in 1962 and
served his country for 22 years. Don was Director of Veteran Affairs in Denver, CO before his retirement from the Air
Force in 1984. He served with the El Paso County Sheriff's Office in Colorado Springs, CO from 1988-1998.
Married to his wife Jeannie since 1993, they moved to Green Valley in 2007. Jeannie is still residing in Green Valley.
Interment with military honors was held at the VA Cemetery in Marana, AZ on August 14.
H.L. “Rich” Richey, LTC (Ret), USMC, passed away on July 9, 2019. He was raised in New Holstein, Wisconsin, and
attended the University of Wisconsin. He chose the Naval ROTC as his military training which was a
requirement of all freshmen and sophomores. He then competed for and was awarded an
appointment to the U.S. Naval Academy. He made an interservice transfer to the Marine Corps in
1965 and served two tours of duty in Vietnam. He served on the US Marine Corps Amphibious
Warfare team, giving presentations in 17 foreign countries and 22 states, and retired in Birmingham,
th
AL where he was an Inspector-Instructor 4 Marine Division, US Marine Corps Reserve.
Rich and his wife Sandi moved to Green Valley in 2001. Rich was one of the founders of the Green
nd
Valley Marine Corps League. He gave service to the community as 2 Vice President of the Green Valley Coordinating
Council and on the Pima County Planning and Zoning Commission. Rich’s memorial will be held on October 5 at 10 a.m.
at the American Legion Post 66, 1560 W. Duval Mine Road.
Our condolences to the families and friends of these retirees.
.

HONOR FLIGHT APPLICATIONS
Contributor: Peggy McGee, 2

nd

Vice President/Programs; Public Relations Officer

The Southern Arizona Honor Flights program flies veterans from the local area to
Washington, DC to see their monuments at no cost to the veterans. The program receives
no Federal or State funding. Rather they rely on donations from individuals and grants
from various organizations to keep the flights going.
Southern Arizona Honor Flights, originally designed to take WWII veterans, was expanded to accept Korean War
veterans. Your Chapter paid the $1000 fee for Chapter member and Korean and Vietnam Wars veteran LTC John Danner
who made the flight last fall. Now Honor Flights is accepting applications from those who served solely during the
Vietnam era. One does not have to have served in Vietnam to be eligible for an Honor Flight, only to have served on
active duty sometime between February 28, 1961, and May 7, 1975.
Applications can be filed online at honorflightsaz.org. The fall 2019 flight is full so you would be applying for flights in 2020
and perhaps beyond since priority is given to WWII and Korean War veterans. We encourage interested members to
apply early to get their names on the waiting list. Any interested members should inform Jim Knox at jdkomaha@msn.com
or Peggy McGee at pjmcgee@cox.net of your desire to go on an Honor Flight so we can work it into the budget.
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HOMELESS VETERANS
CONTINUE TO NEED HELP
nd
Contributor: Peggy McGee, 2

Vice President/Programs; Public Relations Officer

If you spent your summer in cooler climes or traveled to escape the heat during our hottest summer
in years and brought back some unopened travel-sized toiletries, please consider donating them to
the homeless veterans and bring them to the meeting on September 18. They can also use nonprescription reading glasses, new socks and underwear, and snack items like cheese and crackers,
granola bars, dried fruit. The homeless center always needs paper plates, napkins, cups, and
disposable eating utensils. Packages may be opened.
You have probably already gotten more 2020 calendars than you can use so rather than letting them wind up in the
landfill, please bring them to the meeting and they will be taken to the VA for hospitalized veterans. Playing cards, board
games, and books make their rounds on the Comfort Carts for the hospitalized.
The annual clothing drive, hosted by The Women of Quail Creek, will be held at Quail Creek on Saturday, October 19
from 9-11 a.m. Because of storage issues, they are only asking for men’s clothing, bicycles and household goods this
year.
th

If you won’t be at the meeting, you may drop donations at the McGee’s at 1908 E Longspur Place, that’s the 4 house up
from the Quail Creek waterfall.
If you are curious to learn more about what the VA does with our donations throughout the year, please attend a
presentation in the Quail Creek Ballroom on September 30 at 6:30 p.m. Four VA employees will explain how donations
are distributed and why they need so many calendars. This presentation is open to the public.
Women Warriors is accepting ladies' career and casual fall and winter clothing as well as purses, shoes and new
underwear and socks. These items can be brought to the meeting and will be delivered.

CERT TO OFFER FREE BASIC COURSE IN OCTOBER
Contributor: Peggy McGee, 2nd Vice President/Programs; Public Relations Officer

The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) will be offering its free basic training course beginning on October
9. Students will meet from 6-9 p.m. on October 9, 10, 16 and 17. The final class and practical exercise will take place on
Saturday morning, October 19, followed by a pizza party. All sessions will meet at the Green Valley Fire District HQ, 1285
W Camino Encanto.
Did you ever want to learn how to operate a two-way radio? What about getting
someone safely from under a pile of rubble without injuring yourself? Or how to
keep yourself and family safe in time of a natural or manmade disaster? Do you
have a desire to help others? That is what CERT is all about.
To register for this free course, please use the Contact Us form on the website,
www.ggvcert.com. The deadline for registration is October 7. Questions, contact
John McGee at jcmcgee@cox.net or 520-207-6188.
PHOTO: As part of their graduation exercise, students had to demonstrate how to
use cribbing material to rescue someone trapped under a pile of debris. (Photo by Peggy McGee)
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SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED TO THREE JROTC CADETS
Contributor: Peggy McGee, 2nd Vice President/Programs; Public Relations Officer

As the finale for its spring season of activities, our Chapter awarded $1500 scholarships to three outstanding young
women during a celebratory dinner at Quail Creek.

LCDR Cadet Alicen Barney, a member of the Naval JROTC at Sahuarita High
School, will be majoring in Criminal Justice at Northern Arizona University.
(L-R) Joe Longo, president of the Green Valley MOA, with Alicen Barney as
she is presented a scholarship certificate by COL Marianne Rogers Faust,
USAF (Retired).

Briana Cuevas, a Cadet Major in the AFJROTC program at Nogales High
School, will begin her studies at Pima Community College and then
transfer to the University of Arizona where she also will major in Criminal
Justice.
(L-R) Joe Longo, president of the Green Valley MOA with Briana Cuevas
who is being presented a scholarship letter by COL Marianne Rogers
Faust, USAF (Retired).

LTC Cadet Meriel Yanez, a member of the Army JROTC at Rio Rico High
School for the past 4 years, will be majoring in Psychology at Northern
Arizona University and later hopes to work in behavioral health with
special needs students.
(L-R) Joe Longo, president of the Green Valley MOA smiles as Meriel
Yanez is presented a scholarship letter by COL Marianne Rogers Faust,
USAF (Retired).

(Photos by John McGee)
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2019 EVENTS SCHEDULE

2019 OFFICERS, DIRECTORS & CHAIRS

January 16 – Luncheon Meeting: 11:30am Social
Luncheon: 12pm. Location: Quail Creek Clubhouse
Ballroom #1.

President: 1LT Joseph Longo USA (Fmr) 509-645-4993

(Area code is 520 unless otherwise indicated.)

First Vice-President and Membership:
January 18 – Annual Massing of the Colors at 12pm
in the Sahuarita Unified School District Auditorium,
350 W. Sahuarita Road
March 19 – “Mix & Mingle”: 4:30-6:30pm. Location:
Quail Creek Clubhouse Lounge & Gold Room.

1LT Elliott Jones USA (Fmr) (847) 366-6466

Second Vice-President and Programs:
COL Peggy McGee, USA (Ret) 207-6188

Secretary: Jadine Hilt (414) 350-7821
Treasurer: CDR Myra McCune, USN (Ret) 399-3326

May 1 – JROTC Scholarship Dinner: Social: 5pm ·
Dinner: 5:30pm. Location: Quail Creek Clubhouse
Ballroom 1 & 2.
September 18 – Luncheon Meeting: 11:30am · Social:
12pm. Location: Quail Creek Clubhouse Ballroom #3
November 13 – Dinner Meeting: Social: 5pm · Dinner:
5:30pm. Location: Quail Creek Clubhouse Ballroom
#1.
December 11 – Holiday Dinner: Social: 5pm · Dinner:
5:30pm. Location: Quail Creek Clubhouse Ballroom #
1 & 2.

Immediate Past President, President, 501(c)(3):
LCDR James Knox, USN (Ret) 605-941-0335

National MOAA Board Member, Past President,
Legislative Affairs:
CDR John Chernoski, USN, (Ret) 625-3909

ESGR Representative:
Lt Col Dick Kosnick, USAF, (Ret) 399-3310

Surviving Spouse Liaison: Betty Eby-Deardorff 625-3545
Director, Personal Affairs:
CWO3 James Rundlett, USCG (Ret) 509-389-4286

Chaplain: Linda Kosnick 399-3310
Director/JROTC Liaison:
COL Marianne Rogers Faust, USAF (Ret) 210-861-9440

The Board of Directors meeting is the 1st Wednesday of
each month 8:30-10am at the Friends in Deed Building,
Green Valley.

Historian: COL Marianne Rogers Faust, USAF (Ret)
210-861-9440

Transition Liaison:
(OPEN)

Members are welcomed to attend… join us!

Public Relations Officer:
COL Peggy McGee, USA (Ret) 207-6188

There will be no Board meetings in June, July or August.

Webmaster/Newsletter Editor:
Marianne Cobarrubias, webmaster@greenvalleymoaa.org
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SPONSORS
A special “thank you” to our sponsors who support MOAA of Green Valley with a sponsor ad.

PHOTO GALLERY

ARCHIVED NEWSLETTERS

Photos and video clips may be accessed in the
Photo Gallery via a link in the website sidebar:

Looking for back issues of the chapter’s newsletter?
Go to the News & Events page on the website:

greenvalleymoaa.org

greenvalleymoaa.org/news-events

NATIONAL NEWS
VA Partnering With Microsoft to Get Rural Veterans Online
The Department of Veterans Affairs is working with Microsoft to bring internet connectivity to veterans in the most rural
pockets of the country – making it easier to schedule health care appointments, refill prescriptions, check GI Bill benefits,
and utilize all of the VA’s other offerings.
Through a new partnership, Microsoft and VA leaders are identifying prime locations to bring broadband internet access.
Microsoft then taps into its Airband project initiative to work with on-the-ground internet providers to either extend existing
networks or construct new networks. It is up to individuals to subscribe to an internet service plan and pay for the monthly
service charge. The three-year partnership was signed in April.
Leaders from the VA and Microsoft are using maps from the Federal Communications Commission that list dead zones –
where internet connectivity is limited or nonexistent – and overlapping that data with the VA’s maps of rural veteran
communities. Possible communities that could be prioritized are in New Mexico, Missouri, Arizona, Louisiana, Mississippi,
Florida, and Northern and Southern California, according to the VA.
Having access to the VA’s website means veterans can engage with their providers (beyond a phone call) without
worrying about scheduling a babysitter, taking time off from work, or driving long distances. They’ll be able to refill
prescriptions at night, access health records to bring to specialists, and send secure messages to providers, Eickhoff said.
Connecting to the website also allows veterans in distress to have a direct line to mental health care providers. Over the
past year, VA leaders have been searching for ways to bring awareness and prevent veteran suicides beyond the phone
crisis line (800-273-8255, press 1) – and rural veterans are one of the target groups leaders have devoted resources
toward.
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National News continued…
Don’t Leave a Mess for Your Loved Ones
When you die, make sure you don’t leave behind a mess for your survivors and beneficiaries. To get your affairs in order,
pull out statements on all of your accounts - savings, investments, and retirement.
Review your insurance, loans, credit cards, mortgages, properties, and even precious metal holdings. And don’t forget
about your online accounts (banks, automatic bills, renewals, etc.)
To simplify your finances, consolidate similar accounts and get rid of programs you don’t use regularly. Make a list with
usernames and passcodes to prevent survivors from getting locked out of managing online accounts. (Be sure to store it
in a safe place.) Also, be sure to establish beneficiaries for your accounts. Your loved ones will thank you.

.

CONTRIBUTORS

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

Elliott Jones · John McGee · Peggy McGee

greenvalleymoaa.org

Dick Newman · Jim Rundlett
Proofing: Peggy McGee · Editor: Marianne Cobarrubias

November 2019 newsletter deadline: OCTOBER 24
Submit articles/photos to: webmaster@greenvalleymoaa.org
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