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Personal Affairs 
 

VETERANS CEMETERY OPENS IN MARANA 
(Excerpts from Tucson News Now) 

MARANA, AZ (Tucson News Now) – 

Hundreds of people were in Marana on Saturday, March 26, for the Arizona Veterans’ 
Memorial Cemetery dedication. Many veterans said they would like to be buried at 
the new cemetery, but VA representatives said this place isn’t just for them, it’s also 
for their families. 

 

“My wife just passed away and we were married for 50 years,” veteran Bill Swartz 
said…“I held her remains here at home until this cemetery was open and ready and 
now I am working on getting my wife over here,” he said…“It is just that the cemetery 
is so much closer to Tucson because Tucson  has so many veterans and it is so far 
to go to Sierra Vista or up to Phoenix,” said Swartz… “I can’t tell you how many 
people just walked up to me and said they are going to be buried here or they are 
going to bury their loved ones here and that means everything to me that we know 
this is the right place,” said Col. Wanda Wright, Director of the AZ Department of 
Veteran Services. 

 

Wright said 25 percent of all Arizona Veterans live in Tucson, so it only made sense 
to make Marana the home of the country's 100th state VA cemetery. “To have 
access to a final resting place that you don’t have to drive five hours to is very 
important to them,” she said. 

 

For further information regarding the Marana cemetery or for an application for 
interment call 520-638-4869 or go to this link https://dvs.az.gov/arizona-veterans- 
memorial-cemetery-marana. 

 
 

John J. Chernoski 
CDR, USNR (Ret.) 
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Major David F Hinken, 
USAF Retired 

I was born in Topeka, KS Feb 2, 1933. I 
attended grade, junior high and high schools 
there. After one semester at Ottawa University I 
returned to Topeka to go to Washburn 
University and joined ROTC that kept me out of 
Korea. I graduated in 1955 as a Second 
Lieutenant in the Air Force Reserve. I went to 
Navigator Training in Texas and graduated first 
in my class but got the third assignment due to 
two regular officers being in my class. I selected 
SAC Tankers and was assigned to Forbes AFB, 
Topeka, KS. Right back home. After two years 
my crew was selected for upgrade to KC-135 
Jet Tankers and stationed at Seymour Johnson 
AFB, NC. We were TDY to Dirahn AB, Saudi 
Arabia when Pres. Kennedy was killed. We 
could not get a drink anywhere as it is a Muslim 
country. Later we were transferred to Walker 
AFB, NM. While on leave I visited SAC 
Headquarters and asked to go to Air Force 
Institute of Technology to get a Degree in 
Computer Science since computer 
programming was my occupation before 
entering the Air Force. They told me I was going 
to AFIT at Grand Forks AFB, ND in the 
Minuteman Education Program and I would get 
a Masters Degree in Industrial Management. It 
was a four year tour and during the second year 
I was sent TDY to Boeing to rewrite our 
Operations Manual. Since I had missed 50% of 
a class and no way to make it up as the course 
was only given every 4 years, I had to drop out 
of the AFIT Program. I worked hard and 
became an Instructor and eventually to 
Standboard. The Wing Commander selected 
my crew to go to Vandenberg AFB, CA for a 
follow on launch of a Minuteman II Missile. That 
missile had the smallest circular error of any 
Minuteman up to that time. After my 4-year tour 
I was selected to go to SAC Headquarters as a 
Missile Staff Officer but Air Force said “uncle 

Dave hasn’t been to Vietnam yet”. So off to AC- 
199K training at Lockbourne AFB, OH. I was 
assigned to DaNang AB as a Forward Looking 
Infra Red sensor operator. I upgraded to 
Instructor and eventually to Table Navigator and 
Night Observation System operator and then to 
Standboard. I flew 166 Combat Missions, the 
most of any Navigator at DaNang up to that 
time. My next assignment was to Germany as a 
Radar Navigator on especially equipped C-97s, 
not Tankers this time. We all had to have a Top 
Secret Clearance from the youngest airman to 
the Colonel since we were doing covert 
reconnaissance in the Berlin corridors and 
Berlin Circle. I was selected to be Chief of 
Standboard, a position that was always held by 
a Pilot until then. The Squadron was 
decommissioned in the 90s and is no longer 
classified. My last assignment was back to 
Grand Forks, ND AFB, in the Bomb Wing this 
time. I was Chief of Plans and during an 
Operational Readiness Inspection and we 
received an Outstanding rating, the first in the 
Wing’s history. I retired as a Major on 
December 31, 1977 and went to work as a 
Prosthetic and Orthotic Technician thanks to a 
friend who was Department Chief at the Grand 
Forks Rehab Hospital. I worked in that career 
field until 1995 when I retired from working for a 
living. I now reside in Green Valley with Jane, 
my wife of 62 years. For 10 years I was the 
Homeowners Representative to the Green 
Valley Council from Pueblo Estates until the 
Board of Directors withdrew from the Council. 

Now I am just plain retired. 
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SOCIAL TIME 5:30 - Dinner 6:15 

 

Please reserve  places for me for Dinner. I am sending a check in the amount of $     

($24.00 per meal), payable to MOA of Green Valley, P.O. Box 769, Green Valley, AZ 85622-0769. 

 

 
 

I am bringing a guest whose name(s) is/are: Check Number    

 

Rank and Name (please print): 

 

 

Check meal selection and indicate number of each type: 

 

Mixes Green Dinner Salad - Ranch and Italian Dressing on the Tables 

 

Sliced Sirloin Steak w/ Mushroom Demi Glaze —––– or Chicken Marsala —––––-or Salmon w/ 

Beurre Blanc —––––– Sides - Roasted Red Potatoes, Mixed Seasonal Vegetables - Dessert 

Chocolate Mousse w/ Wipped Cream & Wafer. 

NOTE: If you cannot get your reservation and check mailed timely, please call Barbara Brown at 

625-8066 to make your reservation. Please bring a check or exact cash amount to the meeting. 

 

If you like a ride to the luncheon, please check here   

JROTC Dinner and Scholarship Awards 

Entertainment Wednesday May 18 

Our entertainment duo for May 18. Left to right: Connie Butz and Marty Schuyler. 
Connie, in addition to singing with The Tubac Singers and the GV Community Chorus 
is an accomplished oil and acrylic artist, as well as graphic design. Marty has been 
playing piano since the age of 5.  Marty says she loves 
working with the dedicated volunteers who 

make up The Tubac Singers where she has been 
director for 21 years. 



 

Just a brief follow-up note, as I'm not certain that everyone understands the basic issue. 
 

  . 
 

1. USAA financial advisors, as suggested by another member, to the best of my knowledge have not been involved 
with the subject I introduced to ChapterCrossfeed last month.  I do not think that USAA has been outspoken at all 
in promoting a change to the U.S. Code that governs the Internal Revenue Service's "statute of limitations" of [a 
maximum of] five years in Veterans-related reimbursement of overpaid taxes. Neither has MOAA to date. We're 
talking here about cases where the Vet paid too much in Federal and, perhaps, State taxes because he/she didn't yet 
have VA authority to receive non-taxable Veterans Compensation for a disability. Therefore, his or her full retired 
pay was taxed! [Veterans Compensation in lieu of a portion of retired pay is not taxable.] 

 
2. VA takes far too long to make determinations on disabilities of Veterans! The issue, in a nutshell, is that if 
it takes over 15 years (and multiple submissions by the Veteran) to get-for example-a 30 or 40% disability 
determination, and that VA decision is retroactive to the first appearance of medical evidence, then the Veteran 
should be entitled to file and receive a full reimbursement from IRS for overpaid taxes. That is not possible today, 
and the issue of presumptive determinations (e.g., due to relatively recent VA conclusions such as agent orange 
cases) further compounds the issue and makes more Vets eligible to reclaim their overpayments. 

 
3. It is an "entitlement" of every citizen to claim and receive reimbursement of overpayments to our Government. 
If some members prefer another word to "entitlement," you can call it a "right," a "liberty," or whatever word you 
choose. If it is the Government's fault (i.e., the VA's) that the Federal decision took more time than the Statute of 
Limitations allows by law (already stated as 5 years), then the law needs to be changed to permit more time for the 
refiling of taxes for to affected years. 

 
4. When the Department of Veterans Affairs finally issues a "disability determination," it specifies meticulously and 
with full narrative explanation the percent of disability for each period of time affected-back to the original eligibility 
date. Some claims go back more than 20 years-and the written disability determinations by VA go back the same 
amount of time. We have to have a lot of Uniformed Services Veterans (retirees or other) in MOAA and 
otherwise who are owed monies by the Federal Government, in this case the IRS, because they overpaid 
their taxes. Amounts are likely to be substantial even for low percentage disabilities! Such Federal 
reimbursements from IRS also include non-taxable interest payments, which may be large because of the 
number of years involved. 

 
If you have any questions on this summary, please contact me by direct e-mail to htkaplan@verizon.net . Of 
course, postings appropriate for ChapterCrossfeed should be shared with all. Let's see how many of our members 
have been shortchanged by current law. 

 
Harvey T. Kaplan, Ph.D. 
Colonel, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Ret.) 
Vice President, MOAA Maryland Council of Chapters 

mailto:htkaplan@verizon.net


Coming events: You don’t want to miss this meeting 

Tuesday September 20, 2016 
 
 

 
Kelly Laurich, Manager of the Tucson VA 
Fisher House will be our guest. Kelly will 
discuss the Fisher House’s role in providing 
temporary lodging for family members of 

our veterans during a medical crisis. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

May 18, 2016 (Wednesday)- 
JROTC Dinner and 
Scholarship Awards, QC 
Clubhouse, No host bar 
5:00-5:30, Dinner to follow. 

June 2016 ... no meeting 
 

July 2016 ...  no meeting and no field trip. 
 

August 2016 … no meeting 
 

September 20, 2016 (third Tuesday) - 
Dinner Meeting, QC Clubhouse, No host 
bar 5:00-5:30, Dinner to follow. Speaker is 
Kelly Laurich, Tucson VA Fisher House. 

 
October 2016... no meeting 

 

November 15, 2016 (third Tuesday) - 
Dinner Meeting, QC Clubhouse, No host 
bar 5:00-5:30, Dinner to follow. Business 
meeting. 

 
December 8, 2016 (Thursday) Christmas 

Dinner/Installation of Officers, QC 
Clubhouse, No host bar 5-00-5;30, Dinner 
to follow. 

 
 

MOAA Board of Directors, Green Valley 
Chapter, meets the first Wednesday of 
each month from September through 
May at 8:30 a.m. at Friends In Deed, 301 
W. Camino Casa Verde in Green Valley. 
All members are welcome and 
encouraged to attend. Please join us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PESIDENT: 

ILT Richard G. Newman USAR (Former) 
(520) 399-3550, RNewman514@aol.com 

 
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT, JROTC LIAISON & MEMBERSHIP: 

LCDR James Knox USN (Ret) 
(520) 625-8371, jdkomaha@gmail.com 

 
SECOND VICE- PRESIDENT & PROGRAMS: 

CAPT Tom Contreras, USN (Ret) 
(520) 207-8941, tomcontreras67@hotmail.com 

 
SECETARY: 

1LT Joseph Longo, USAR (Former) 
(509) 945-4995, longojv5@gmail.com 

 
TREASURER & STATUTORY AGENT: 

COL Peggy McGee, USA (Ret) 
(520) 207-6188, pjmcgee@cox.net 

 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT, PRESIDENT OF THE 501 c (3) 

CORPORATION & DIRECTOR: 
LtCol John C. McGee, USMC (Ret) 
(520) 207-6188, jcmcgee@cox.net 

 
PAST PRESIDENT, DIRECTOR, PERSONAL AFFAIRS OFFICER & 

WEB CO-MASTER: 
Arizona MOAA Council of Chapters 

Vice President 
Maj Steven Abel USAF (Ret) 

(520) 648-2172, stevenabel8@msn.com 
 

DIRECTOR, SURVIVING SPOUSE & AUXILIARY LIAISON: 
Mrs. Betty Atwater 

(520) 399-3261, bettpet@gmail.com 
 

PAST PRESIDENT, DIRECTOR & CHAPLAIN: 
COL Eugene Friesen, USA (Ret) 

(520) 625-4231, efriesen1@msn.com 
 

PAST PRESIDENT, DIRECTOR, ESGR/LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS: 
CDR John Chernoski, USN (Ret) 

(520) 625-3909, jcchernoski@cox.net 
 

TRANSITION LIAISON & WEB CO-MASTER: 
CPT Kelly Galvin, USA (Ret) 

(520 393-0037, galvinpublic@cox.net 
 

PAST PRESIDENT & HISTORIAN: 
COL Lynda Linker, USA (Ret) 

520 648-6812, lyndietrich@aol.com 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 
Maj F. Robert Kaiser USMC (Former) 

(520) 399-0660, nanbobk@earthlink.net 

mailto:RNewman514@aol.com
mailto:jdkomaha@gmail.com
mailto:tomcontreras67@hotmail.com
mailto:longojv5@gmail.com
mailto:pjmcgee@cox.net
mailto:jcmcgee@cox.net
mailto:stevenabel8@msn.com
mailto:bettpet@gmail.com
mailto:efriesen1@msn.com
mailto:jcchernoski@cox.net
mailto:galvinpublic@cox.net
mailto:lyndietrich@aol.com
mailto:nanbobk@earthlink.net


 

Military Officers Association 
Of Green Valley 
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