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Past President’s Message 
 
                  At the December meeting,  
                                            along with the great prizes  
                  provided by Barbara  
                                            Brown, we swore in the  
                                            chapter officers for 2017.  
                                            Since this is my last  
                                            presidents’ message, I 
would like to present some of the accomplishments 
of the chapter during 2016. I have spent a fair 
amount of time compiling the Level of Excellence 
report for submission to National MOAA by 
February 1. The chapter accomplished a good deal 
this past year. We had the first “Meet & Mingle” 
session in March in which we garnered five new 
members and honored Steve Abel. The “Meet & 
Mingle” is scheduled for March of 2017. 
  

The Chapter compiled a reasonable record in the 
area of fund raising for our 501 c (3) foundation with 
grants from the ASMBA to support a scholarship and 
a grant for the food bank of the 162nd Fighter Wing 
of the Arizona Air National Guard. The Chapter 
received a grant from Farmers Investment Company 
[the Pecan Folks] which will go toward funding 
another scholarship. The Quail Creek Veterans Golf 
Association is planning on a grant for the chapter to 
fund the third scholarship to be awarded in April. 
USAA funded our “Turkeys for Troops” program in 
November. In the pipeline is a grant undergoing final 
consideration from the NRA Foundation to purchase 
rifle range equipment for the cadet rifle team at Rio 
Rico High School. Our membership was generous 
again this year with individual contributions to the 
fund of nearly $1,300. Also there is still one 
proposal under consideration.  
  

This was also a year of accomplishments by our 
members. For the first time we were able to award 

two “Person of the Year” awards to Peggy McGee  
and Betty Atwater for their active support of the 
chapter. Both awards were richly deserved.  
 

On the legislative front, we actively supported the 
efforts to raise the dollar exemption for military 
pensions from state income tax computation. We  
may see legislation on that issue in 2017.  Add to  
this our significant participation in attendance at 
military events including Massing of the Colors, 
Memorial Day wreath presentation and Veterans  
Day celebration and explaining the military to  
third graders at a Veterans Day celebration. We are  
an active chapter. The Nitwits produced a deluge  
of scarves and watch caps in support of Operation 
Gratitude and our Veterans.   
  

On the membership count, we still hold our own  
and were able to recruit Rep. Martha McSally as a 
chapter member. 
  

Finally my personal thanks to the board members 
who serve the chapter in an outstanding manner. 
These individuals give of their time and talents to 
make our chapter a success. That success is visually 
present on the chapter flag which now carries ten  
5 star banners symbolizing the Level of Excellence 
earned by the chapter. Finally, recognition and  
thanks go to Bob Kaiser for his efforts in publishing 
our newsletter for our members. 
  

I am confident the  
chapter membership  
will continue to support  
the new board in 2017.  
A happy, healthy and  
prosperous New Year  
to all.  
  

Dick Newman 
1st LT Richard Newman 
President 2016 
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LtCol John McGee USMC 

 
LtCol John McGee joined the United States Marine Corps in 1964. After graduating  
from UC Berkeley, he reported to Quantico, Virginia for OCS and then the six-month  
Officer Basic Course.  Long hikes with a heavy pack convinced him to request an  
occupational specialty where he could ride, so he was ordered to Camp Pendleton,  
California for tracked vehicle training. When he arrived in Da Nang, Vietnam in January  
1966 he was assigned to the 3rd Tank Battalion as a platoon leader.  After six months,  
he reluctantly moved up to a staff position as Battalion S-2. That turned out to be  
fortuitous because, years later, it led him to meet his future wife, Peggy Jankowski,  
at the Defense Language Institute West Coast, Monterey, California. He was there to  
study the Thai language and Peggy, an Army Captain, was a member of the DLIWC staff.  At the end of 
the year-long course, John skipped the graduation ceremony to travel to Peggy's hometown, Baltimore, 
where they were married in 1969.  John and Peggy spent 2 ½ years in Bangkok, Thailand where John 
worked as an Intelligence officer with the USMACTHAI headquarters.   
 
Subsequent assignments included tank company commander with 3rd Tank Battalion in Okinawa and 
later, S-4 and H&S Company Commander with 1st Tank Battalion in Camp Pendleton, California. While  
at Pendleton, John received orders to a coveted assignment at Marine Barracks, Moffett Field, 
California. John and Peggy sold their house and prepared for the move only to be notified HQMC 
canceled the orders because they were realigning Marine Barracks nation-wide. They offered John 
alternative assignments, but the one that intrigued him was Assistant Base Intelligence Officer, 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. So, John and Peggy flew off with their son, Robert age 4 and Kimberley, age 2, 
to that remote location. The Base turned out to be very family friendly, and the duties were unusual, so 
it was two years of fond memories.  
 
The family then moved to Virginia where John and Peggy both attended 47 weeks of Turkish language 
training to prepare for John's duties as Assistant Naval Attaché, US Embassy, Ankara, Turkey.  Peggy 
enjoyed life there more than John did (too many parties he said), but the three years went by quickly.  
Without a break, John received another overseas assignment, Okinawa, where he served as ACofS, G-2, 
3rd Marine Division.  Three years later the family returned to the States for John's final assignment in 
the Pentagon at the National Military Command Center.   
 
Retiring from the Marine Corps in 1987 as a LtCol, John was offered multiple civilian jobs because of  
his intelligence background; high security clearances are in demand in the Washington, DC area. He  
was hired by The Analytical Sciences Corporation (TASC) and remained with them for 18 years.  
 
Life in the D.C. area can be stressful, so John & Peggy spent their vacations for 10 years visiting possible 
retirement areas around the country. They decided on the Sonora desert of Arizona and had a house 
built. The both retired on the same day and one month later were in their new home in Green Valley. 
 
As a member of Green Valley MOAA, John served as 2nd Vice President/Membership, 1st Vice 
President/Programs, and then President for two years.                                                    (continued, next page …) 
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FEBRUARY PROGRAM 
 
Melissa Glass, Clinical, Sales and Admissions 
Manager, Valor HospiceCare Green Valley will be 
the guest speaker at the February 21 meeting. Ms. 
Glass holds an RN degree as well as a BSN in 
Clinical Management from Grand Canyon 
University. She will be accompanied by Kay Boone, 
Clinical Liaison at Valor HospiceCare.  
 

Valor HospiceCare serving over 25 communities 
throughout Arizona is the State’s only integrated in-
home hospice, palliative care and primary home 
care network. Melissa and Kay will explain what 
hospice is and, more importantly, is not. Melissa 
has specialized training as a Neurological nurse in 
the intensive observation unit and as a clinical 
nurse lead, along with being a nurse case manager 
in the U.S. Army Reserve. She was also a licensed 
practical nurse.  
 

Melissa collaborates with location administrators, 
medical directors, nurse practitioners, clinical and 
outreach professionals and volunteers for patient 
care responsibilities for Valor’s Tucson Metro and 
Green Valley Teams. 
 

Kay has served patients within the medical field 
since 1983. She received her Medical Assistant 
Diploma in Denver. Kay has practiced as a Medical 
Assistant in diverse clinical offices, including 
internal medicine, endocrinology, family practice, 
dermatology and especially urgent care. As she 
gained more expertise in the medical field, she  
was promoted into administration and public 
relations positions. As Community Liaison for Valor 
HospiceCare, Kay brings her medical experience to 
the community and patients. She assures patients 
understand the benefits of hospice care. 

FISHER HOUSE FUND-RAISER 
 

All MOAA members, auxiliary, and spouses are 
invited to attend a fashion show at Draper’s & 
Damon’s, 4811 E. Grant Road, #147 on Tuesday, 
February 28, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. This will be a fund-
raiser for Arizona Fisher House, sponsored by 
Green Valley MOAA Auxiliary/Spouses. We are 
asking for a donation to MOAA of $10.00 per 
person.  
 
All attendees will be treated to light refreshments, 
door prize drawings, and receive a 20% discount  
off any purchases made that day. Anyone who 
would like to model (we will need 5-6 models)  
will receive 40% off their purchases. 
 
Draper’s and Damon’s features beautiful clothing  
in casual and dressy styles in sizes x-small to 
XL.  Models will need to go to the store one week  
in advance to be fitted for the clothing she will 
model. 
 
Reservations are needed by February 6 so the store 
can plan for our group. You are welcome to invite 
friends as well. We are hoping to have at least 20 
participants. Please call Bettie Rundlett, 509-389-
1696, or email at bettie.rundlett44@gmail.com to 
reserve your spot. With this advance notice, we can 
also plan for carpooling if that would be helpful to 
those attending. The $10.00 donation will be 
collected the day of the event or you can pay it at 
the February 21 MOAA meeting. 

(continued from Page 2 …) 

 
He continues to volunteer as a docent at the Titan 
Missile Museum, President of the Green Valley 
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) and 
Treasurer of the Sonora Astronomical Society. 
 
When he isn't busy volunteering, John and Peggy 
enjoy traveling (they have been on all seven 
continents). Their children, Robert and Kym and 
grandson Alex all live in Fairfax, VA. 

GET TO KNOW YOUR MEMBERS 



GREAT NEWS! All Arizona chapters of MOAA and AZ Council of 

Chapters award 5-Star Level of Excellence. Green Valley Chapter will have 
another 5-Star Level of Excellence banner to add to our flag.  
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CERT BASIC COURSE 

Chapter Persons of the Year 
 

At the holiday dinner, out-going Chapter President, 
1LT Dick Newman, recognized Mrs. Betty Atwater, 
Surviving Spouse and Auxiliary Liaison, and COL Peggy 
McGee, Treasurer and Public Affairs Officer,  
as the MOAA Chapter  
Persons of the Year.  
Their awards were in  
recognition of their  
significant and con- 
tinuous contributions  
to The Green Valley  
Chapter during 2016. 
 
Photo (L-R) Mrs. Betty  
Atwater and COL Peggy 
 McGee proudly hold  
their engraved plaques naming them as Chapter 
Persons of the Year for 2016. 

NEWS BITES 

Military Order of the World Wars Award 
 

LtCol Marlon Ruiz,  
USAF (Ret), Commander,  
Santa Cruz County  
Chapter The Military  
Order of the World Wars  
(MOWW) presented a  
plaque to COL Peggy  
McGee, USA (Ret) during  
the annual Massing of  
the Colors (MOC)  
ceremony on January 14.  
 
The Outstanding Service Award recognized Peggy for 
her “extraordinary coordination assistance efforts” to 
support the 31st Annual Santa Cruz County MOWW’s 
MOC and Service of Remembrance event in Sahuarita. 
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Do you like to help others and give back to 
your community? If so, the Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT) may be 
for you. Green Valley CERT will begin its 
basic training course on Wednesday, March 
8 at the Green Valley Fire District HQ, 1285 
W Camino Encanto. This 5-day course will 
cover disaster preparedness, terrorism, 
disaster medical operations, community 
planning, psychological reaction to disasters 
and many more topics.   
  
What type disasters could happen in the 
local area? A train carrying hazardous 
materials could derail. There could be 
wildland fires as our weather starts to heat 
up. 
  
No special training is required, only the 
desire to help others. However, EMT, 
nurses, and those familiar with disaster 
management are especially needed.   
  
Classes will be held from 5-9 p.m. on March 
8, 9, 15, and 16, and from 9 a.m.  
to 1 p.m. on March 18.   
  
Deadline for registrations is midnight, 
March 7. Questions? Contact John McGee, 
(520) 207-6188 or jcmcgee@cox.net. 
 

Follow Green Valley CERT on Facebook! 



NEWS BITES, continued 

VA Needs in the New Year 
  

For the homeless veterans: dental adhesive and 
razors. The male veterans could use size 32 pants, 
size 14 shoes, sweat pants in all sizes, T-shirts in  
sizes small and medium in any color and small and 
medium underwear. Underwear MUST be new.  
Everything else may be used as long as it is clean  
and not in need of repair. Unopened toiletries, 
bottled water, snack items, Styrofoam cups and 
plastic utensils can always be used for the veterans 
who drop in the homeless center for haircuts, 
showers, job counselling or other assistance. 
  

For hospitalized veterans: They are still accepting 
2017 calendars, note and all-occasion cards, puzzle 
books, and playing cards. They also like books, 
especially westerns and those with a military 
theme.  Regular and large print books can be used. 
  

For blind veterans: granola bars, peanut butter or 
cheese crackers, snack nuts, bagged popcorn. If 
your trees are overflowing with citrus, please 
consider sharing some of the fruit. These snacks are 
given out when the blind veterans golf at Haven or 
go on field trips to local attractions. For the crafts 
program, card-making supplies (rubber stamps, 
stickers, plain cards/envelopes); plain white T-Shirts 
in various sizes; fabric paint; tie-dye paint; paint 
brushes and sponges (make-up sponges work well) 
for applying paint; stencils for painting; and wooden 
clothespins as well as leather kits to make bracelets, 
keychains, bookmarks, and ID holders  would all be 
appreciated. 
  

All donations may be brought to the dinner meeting 
on February 21st and will be taken to the VA that 
week. 

Donations for the VA 
  
The homeless and hospitalized veterans at the VA  
in Tucson as well as the staff of Fisher House were 
so pleased with the generosity of our members at 
Christmas time. 
  

When COL Peggy McGee took a carload of 
donations to the VA after our holiday luncheon ,  
the lobby was packed to overflowing since it was 
clothing day, the day when the homeless can 
choose items they need from the no-cost store.  
And she was grateful for the help the veterans  
gave her by helping to carry in the donations since 
no carts were available. As she brought in the final 
load, she was amazed at how many of the veterans 
thanked her for bringing the donations. The 
homeless veterans also appreciated the toiletries, 
water, and snack items. Your generosity helped 
make the holidays a little brighter for these 
veterans.  
  

Bettie Rundlett got a similar reception when she 
delivered all the items to Fisher House.  Their 
pantry was filled to overflowing. Your support for 
Fisher House helps make the stay there for families 
visiting hospitalized veterans less stressful and 
certainly more enjoyable. 
  

Peggy’s final stop was at the hospital where she 
delivered a trunkful of acrylic throws, gloves, hats, 
calendars, greeting cards, slippers, wrapping paper, 
puzzle books, and playing cards. The staff marveled 
at MOAA’s generous support.  

Please visit our website where you will find an 
online chapter dinner reservation form, news & 
events page, membership page,  links to photos 
& video clips of past events, an informational 
links page, and so much more! 
 

 www.greenvalleymoaa.org 

Congratulations to Tom and Gloria 
Contreras on the arrival of another 
great-grandchild on the day of our 
December 8 Christmas dinner. Ilyanna 
Rosalee was born at 2:30pm that 
afternoon. 

Special thanks to Bob Kaiser for publishing  
and distributing our newsletter to our members. 
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NEWS BITES, continued 

Free Tax Prep and E-Filing 
  

Are you in the mood to save money but not in the 
mood to do your own tax rerun?  If so,  AARP 
volunteers have completed their required training 
and passed their certification tests and are ready to 
help taxpayers get their returns filed.  Because they 
receive no training on tax requirements for other 
states, they cannot prepare state returns other than 
for Arizona.  
  

The program is designed primarily for those 55 and 
older and low to moderate income families; 
therefore, they cannot prepare returns for those 
with rental properties, businesses with inventories, 
trusts or extremely complicated returns. 
  

Because it generally takes a minimum of one hour 
to prepare a return, no new returns are started 
within one hour of the scheduled closing time. This 
year’s tax returns will be prepared between 
February 1 and April 15 at the following 
locations/times: 
  

La Posada’s Recreation Building, 501 La Posada 
Circle, Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
Sonora by Del Webb Clubhouse, 600 W Camino 
Rancheria, Rancho Sahuarita, Wednesdays, 1:00 
p.m. to 5:45 p.m. 
 

Episcopal Church Of St. Francis-In-The-Valley, 600  
S. La Canada, Fridays, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. As a 
one-time exception, this location will be open on 
Monday, March 6 and closed Friday, March 10. 
  

Please be sure to bring: 
-Picture ID for taxpayer and spouse 
-Social Security cards for each family member 
-Proof of income to include all W-2 and 1099 forms 
-Documentation for deductible expenses 
-Form 1095-A if healthcare insurance was 
purchased through the national "Marketplace" or  
a state exchange.  If you are on Medicare, you are 
completely covered.  
-Prior year's tax returns 
-Voided check for direct deposit or debit 
-Both spouses (preferred) or power of attorney, if 
married filing jointly.  

MOAA Members Remember Others at 

Holiday Time 
  
The Green Valley MOAA Chapter went overboard  
to make the holidays brighter for three different 
organizations.  The 162nd Fighter Wing AZ Air 
National Guard was the recipient of 30 turkeys  
and 30 gift cards for the commissary just in time  
for Thanksgiving. The Chapter also donated $101  
to the unit’s Food Locker. 
  

Children sponsored by the Green Valley Fire 
Department's Adopt-a-Family program found a 
bicycle, dolls, assorted toys and games under their 
Christmas trees,  all donated by MOAA 
members.  In addition, $275 was donated to enable 
the families to buy clothing for the children. 
  

Three different entities at the Tucson VA Medical 
Center received an outpouring of support from 
Chapter members.  Bettie Rundlett, Spouse 
Auxiliary Chair, delivered an assortment of kitchen 
staples valued at over $300 to Fisher House which 
provides temporary housing for families outside the 
local area while their loved ones are hospitalized.  
The hospitalized veterans received acrylic throws, 
hats, calendars, greeting cards, slippers, wrapping 
paper, puzzle books, and playing cards while the 
homeless veterans program was given hats and 
gloves, underwear, toiletries, water, and snack 
items. Peggy McGee, who helped out at the 
clothing table at the Christmas Party for the 
homeless veterans, reported that many of the vets 
personally thanked her for the Chapter’s assistance. 
  

L-R:  Dick Newman, President, Green Valley MOAA 
Chapter, Barbara Gavre, Family Readiness Program 
Manager, Chief Master Sergeant Rose Mardula, and 
Jim Knox, Vice President, Green Valley MOAA 
Chapter, met at the Davis-Monthan Commissary to 
load the turkeys into the government vehicle. 
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L-R: 2017 Chapter 

President LCDR Jim Knox 

(USN, Ret) and   

2016 Chapter President, 

1LT Dick Newman  

(USAR, Ret) 

Additional event photos and videos can be accessed on the website:  greenvalleymoaa.org/photos-events 

2017 Massing of Colors Remembrance Program · January 14 
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2016  

Christmas Dinner  

 

December 8 

Event Photos 



February 21 ::: Dinner meeting; Quail Creek 
Clubhouse. Registration 5-5:30pm. Dinner at 
5:30pm. Program: Valor HospiceCare 
 
March 21 ::: 4:30pm-6:30pm Quail Creek 
Clubhouse. “Meet and Mingle”, free hors d’oeuvers. 
No Host Bar. 
 
April 18 ::: Dinner meeting; Quail Creek Clubhouse. 
Registration 5-5:30pm. Program: JROTC Scholarship 
Dinner and Awards 
 
April 21 ::: Arizona Chapter MOAA Golf 
Tournament:  Register by April 14.  
More information and form are on the website. 
 
May ::: No Meeting. 
June ::: No Meeting. 
July ::: No Meeting. 
August ::: No Meeting. 
 
September 20 ::: Dinner meeting; Quail Creek 
Clubhouse. Registration 5-5:30pm; Dinner at 5:30. 
Program: TBA. 
 
October 18 ::: Dinner meeting; Quail Creek 
Clubhouse. Registration 5-5:30pm. Program: TBA. 
 
November ::: No Meeting. 
 
December 6 ::: Dinner at Quail Creek Clubhouse. 
Registration 5-5:30pm. Christmas Dinner, no 
speaker, installation of officers. 
 
 
 
 

BOARD MEETING ::: Board of Directors meeting  

is the 1st Wednesday of each month 8:30-10:00 

a.m. at the Friends in Deed Building, Green Valley. 

Members are welcomed to attend… join us! 

2017 Events Schedule 2017 Officers, Directors, & Chairs 

President: LCDR James Knox, USN (Ret) 520-777-6141  

 
First Vice-President and Membership:  
1LT Joseph Longo USA (Fmr) 509-645-4993 

 
Second Vice-President:  
CAPT Tom Contreras, USN (Ret) 520-207-8941 

 
Secretary:  (position vacant) 

 
Treasurer: COL Peggy McGee, USA (Ret) 520-207-6188 

 
Immediate Past President, President, 501(c)(3):  
1LT Richard Newman, USAR (Fmr) 520-399-3550 

 
National MOAA Board Member, Past President, 
ESGR and Legislative Affairs:   
CDR John Chernoski, USN, (Ret) 520-625-3909 

 
Director/Auxiliary Affairs:  Mrs. Bettie Rundlett 

 
Director, Personal Affairs:  
CWO3 James Rundlett, USCG (Ret) 509-389-4286 

 
Past President & Chaplain:  
COL Eugene Friesen, USA (Ret) 520-625-4231 

 
Director/JROTC Liaison:  
CAPT Tom Contreras, USN (Ret) 520-207-8941 

 
Historian: (position vacant) 

 
Transition Liaison:  
CAPT Kelly Galvin, USA, (Ret) 520-393-0037 

 
Public Relations Officer:  
COL Peggy McGee, USA (Ret) 520-207-6188 

 
Webmaster/Newsletter Editor:  
Marianne Cobarrubias, MscArbonne@yahoo.com 
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Military Officers Association Of Green Valley  
P. O. Box 769  
Green Valley, AZ 85622-0769 

NOTABLE FEBRUARY DATES 
 

12 – President Lincoln’s Birthday 
 

16 – 1953 Marine Captain Ted Williams crash landed 
his F9F Panther during a bombing raid on North 
Korea 
 

22 – President Washington’s Birthday 
 

23 – 1945 American Flag raised on Mt. Suribachi 

CONTRIBUTORS 
 
Betty Atwater, Barbara Brown, Tom 
Contreras, Robert Kaiser,  James Knox,  
Joe Longo, John McGee, Peggy McGee, 
Dick Newman, Bettie Rundlett 
 
Editor: Marianne Cobarrubias 

JANUARY 
Patsy Johnston 

CPT William Maratos 

CPT Robert Marben 

LCDR Jon Ruse 

CDR Irene Silverman 

MAJ William Bracco Jr. 

MAJ Larry Nielsen  

LTC John McGee 

FEBRUARY 
LTC Robert Little, Jr. 

MAJ James Goodyear 

MAJ David Hinken 

MAJGEN John Dolny 

LTC John Danner 

1LT Barry Nelson 

Betty Atwater 

CDR Bruce Summers 

COL Lee Cornelison 

Barbara Cooper 

LCDR Glen Lundell  

Julie Hazelton 

MARCH 
COL Eben Porch III 

Barbara Brown 

Arlis Lundell 

CAPT James Lynch 

CWO4 Daniel Cady 

CAPT Tom Contreras 

CW4 Robert Ozier 

COL Donald Anderson 

LTC Richard Johnston 

Happy 

Birthday! 

(Names are listed 
chronologically by 

birthdate) 


